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STUMBLING STEVE 
After a surprising win over 
Dustin Rhodes for the U.S. title at 
Starrcade '93, Steve Austin 
seems to be hanging on to his 
crown by a shoestring. In recent 
weeks, he has been defeated by 
Brian Pillman several times in 
non-title matches. Austin has also 
received tough challenges from 
Rick Steamboat and Rhodes. 
Without the timely interference of 
his manager, Col. Robert Parker, 
he would have lost his title long 
ago. Austin’s inexperience may be 
his downfall. He has only been 
wrestling for a few years; most of 
his challengers are ring veterans. 
Austin might soon have to con- 
tend with Terry Taylor and The 
Boss also. It’s a good thing for 
Austin that Parker interferes a lot. 
STAN R. LENKIEWICZ 
Paramus, Nd 


VULNERABLE BRET 

Bret Hart’s WWF World 
title victory at WrestleMania X 
was a fluke. Had Yokozuna 
not slipped off the ropes, he 
would have flattened Hart 
like a pancake. Remember, 
Bret was beaten fair and 
square earlier on the card by 
his brother Owen. This indi- 
cated that Bret’s grasp on the 
title is tenuous at best. He has 
risen to prominence in the 
WWF because of the exit of 
stars like Hulk Hogan, Ric 
Flair, Roddy Piper, and The 
Ultimate Warrior. 

Even though the competi- 
tion in the WWF isn’t nearly what 
it once was, | don’t think Bret has 
what it takes to successfully lead 
the federation for many years, the 
way Hogan and Bruno Sam- 
martino did in the past. 

MIKE FACCIANI 
Johnstown, PA 


HAMMER TIME 
Although | have 
never seen Jack Ham- 
mer in action, | was 
impressed with your 
recent “Introducing” 
feature on him (April 
1994) and am con- 
vinced this 6'6", 325- 
pound powerhouse has 
all the tools necessary 
to dominate any pro- 
motion in the near 


Steve Austin tries to punch Dustin Rhodes in the mid- fyture. Hammer also 


section as he drops to the mat. Reader Stan R 
Lenkiewicz says he isn’t certain how long the relative- 
ly inexperienced U.S. champion can retain his title. 
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> has been trained by 
The Wild Samoans, 


Jack Hammer's background has con- 
vinced reader Steven Nardi that the 
young giant will soon contend in a 
major federation. He likes that Hammer 
has been trained by The Wild Samoans 
and is managed by Diamond Mike. 


former WWF World tag team 
champions and one of the tough- 
est duos of their era, and has the 
leadership of Diamond Mike, his 
talented manager. Mike can give 
him a psychological edge that will 
complement his size and power. 
On the independent circuit, 
Hammer has proven he is more 
than just a muscleman by beating 
veterans Nailz and Tony Atlas. 
WWF fans like me are tired of 
watching big men such as Diesel 
and Yokozuna dominate smaller 
opponents. Vince McMahon and 
his scouts should pull out all the 
stops to sign Hammer. 
STEVEN NARDI 
West Berlin, NJ 


STING’S GETTING STUNG 

| am very disgusted by the way 
your magazine and others treat 
Sting. You show no respect for him 
at all and put him down because 
he doesn’t have a title belt around 
his waist. That isn’t his fault. No 
champion in WCW is man enough 
to put his title on the line in a fair 
match against Sting. If one of them 
did, Sting would be a champion 
today. You people show so much 
respect for Rick Rude, Big Van 

Vader, and especially Ric Flair. 
One reason | like Sting so much 
is he never has to cheat to win. 
Some wrestling experts say Sting 
should retire because he doesn’t 
have it anymore. | think that is a 
bunch of crap. Sting is still in his 
prime and has a bright future ahead 
of him. I’m surprised he hasn’t 
turned rulebreaker in response to 
all the negative publicity. Sting is 
the greatest wrestler in the world 
today. | will fight for him until every- 
one learns to treat him with respect. 
CINDY SELLERS 
Madison, IL 


rr? 


None of the top WCW stars, including Rick Rude, has the courage to face Sting ina 
fair match, complains reader Cindy Sellers. 


BAM BAM BOMBS OUT 
| thought your article on Bam 
Bam Bigelow (“Everyone's Laugh- 
ing At Bigelow: Doink Has Made 
Him The WWF’s Buffoon,” June 
1994) was right on target. How 
can a guy that big, that strong, 
and that mean be losing to a 
clown? | don’t care how good a 
mat wrestler Doink is, Bigelow 
should be able to beat him nine 
times out of 10. Bigelow probably 
thinks Dink’s interference has cost 
him a few matches, but if he can’t 
deal with a harmless midget, he is 
in real sorry shape. The sad thing 
about the whole situation is 
Bigelow is now going to get shots 
at the WWF World title. What are 
Jack Tunney and the promoters in 
the WWF thinking? 
CHAD DAVIS 
Santa Fe, NM 


HUGHES BLUES 

Mr. Hughes may be big, he 
might look tough, and he might 
dress well, but | don’t think you 
should have labeled him an 


assassin (“Mr. Hughes: Wrest- 
ling’s Best-Dressed Assassin,” 
June 1994). | don’t know, maybe 
he has gotten a fresh start in ECW 
and some of the other indepen- 
dent federations, but have you for- 
gotten what he-did in the WWF 
last year? Maybe | should say 
what he didn’t do. He challenged 
The Undertaker shortly after he 
arrived and even stole his sacred 
urn. When it came down to facing 
Undertaker in the ring in actual 
matches, Hughes was over- 
matched and did not fare well. 

It could have been that Hughes 
was a victim of poor management 
in the WWF since he was advised 
by the bumbling Harvey Wip- 
pleman. | just think he has a lot 
more to prove before we can even 
think about calling him one of the 
most feared rulebreakers in the 
sport. 

CARL GREEN 
Athens, OH 
(Continued on page 52) 


Is Mr. Hughes an assassin? Not in the 
ring, says reader Carl Green, who notes 
Hughes’ lack of success against The 
Undertaker in the WWF last year. 
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HE WWF'S BIGGEST win- 

ners in mid-April were 
Jesse Ventura, who's not 

even with the federation anymore, 
and Diesel. First, the in-ring news: 
Diesel became the new Inter- 
continental champion by beating 
Razor Ramon on April 13 at a TV 
taping in Rochester, New York. 
The seven-foot bodyguard of for- 
mer I-C champ Shawn Michaels 
used a jackknife (Diesel’s version 
of the power bomb) to set up the 


The towering Diesel has cut Razor 
Ramon down to size! The seven-footer 
completed a rapid ascent to the Intercon- 
tinental title by pinning the champion in 
Rochester, New York. 


pin. Ramon had been champion 
since winning a tournament final 
last fall, and only the month before 
had conquered Michaels in a clas- 
sic ladder match at WrestleMania 
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By Bill Apter 


X. Few thought Diesel to be a seri- 
ous title contender before he threw 
out seven consecutive rivals at the 
Royal Rumble in January. He fol- 
lowed that with victories over 
Tatanka and Randy Savage. 

Ventura’s victory outside the 
ring took place on April 14 as the 
current WCW analyst was award- 
ed $809,958 by a federal jury in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. The jury 
found that the WWF had de- 
frauded Ventura for royalties on 90 
videotapes that used his voice tal- 
ents, and awarded him $801,333; 
the balance of the award was for 
royalties due from other federation 
merchandise, in- 
cluding a calendar. 
TitanSports is con- 
sidering an ap- 
peal. 

Incidentally, the 
start of the Vince 
McMahon steroid 
distribution trial 
has been pushed 
back to July 5. 

Back in the ring, 
those who thought 
The Quebecers 
wouldn't stay atop 
the WWF tag team 
scene for long are § 


Pierre are three-time champs, and 
have held the belts for all but nine 
days since last September. Most 
recently, they lost the tag title to 
Men on a Mission in England, 
then won it back two nights later. 
The French Canadians again beat 
M.O.M. in a superb match on 
WWF Monday Night Raw. 

Their next challengers could be 
The Headshrinkers, who now 
have Capt. Lou Albano in their 
corner as a technical adviser. 

The other WWF champions are 
also getting ready for some stiff 
challenges. World Women's 
champion Alundra Blayze is 


eating their words. Even people who don’t like The Quebecers have to concede 
Now, Jacques and _ that they’re skilled and talented. 


Brian Pillman now has a new nemesis managed by Col. Robert Parker. It's Bunkhouse Buck, 
who's also building a hot feud with Dustin Rhodes in WCW. 


preparing for an inevitable series 
of matches with Luna Vachon, 
whom she faced several years 
ago. 

At the same time, World champ 
Bret Hart is backing his words 
with action. He said his loss to 
brother Owen at WrestleMania X 
was a fluke. You may not agree, 
but Bret did defeat Owen several 
times during the WWF's most 
recent tour of England and Israel. 
A major question remains: Who 
will Bret face at the King Of The 
Ring card in June? Owen, Yoko- 
zuna, and Lex Luger all deserve 
World title shots. 

Ric Flair continues to reign 
supreme in WCW, but no one can 
tell if it's as a fan favorite or rule- 
breaker. The old swagger that 
made Flair so dominant in the ‘80s 
is definitely back. Last December 
27, the “Nature Boy” was happy to 
accept the congratulations of 
Sting and Rick Steamboat when 
he won his 10th world title: Flair is 


no longer as friendly with Steam- 
boat these days, though, and isn't 
shy about telling Steamboat that 
he is a much better wrestler than 
him. 

One man who might bring Flair 
back to Earth is Hulk Hogan. 
Sources tell me Hogan is close to 
signing with WCW. The “Hulkster” 
spends much of his time filming 
the television series, Thunder In 
Paradise, but he still has his eye 
on the wrestling ring. 

Hogan and Flair both say they 
could beat the other, and they 
might soon get the chance to 
prove it. For Hogan, it would be a 
chance to prove that “Hulkamania” 
is still alive; for Flair, it would be 
an opportunity to prove he can 
beat the “Hulkster” convincingly. 
Let's hope this match happens on 
a pay-per-view sometime ... 
somewhere. 

The most bizarre story unfold- 
ing in WCW is that of Kevin 
Sullivan and his supposed 


younger brother, Evad, 
who used to call himself 
The Equalizer, but ac- 
complished next to noth- 
ing under that moniker. 
Kevin and Evad are 
already serious con- 
tenders to the World tag 
title held by The Nasty 
Boys, and have a num- 
ber of non-title victories 
over Jerry Sags and 
Brian Knobs to their 
credit. 

As good as the Nastys 
are, how much longer 
can they hold off teams 
like the Sullivans, Cactus 
Jack and Maxx Payne, 
and 2 Cold Scorpio and 
Marcus Alexander Bag- 
well? 

Lord Steven Regal is 
another champion whose 
days could be numbered. Regal 
used to hear a lot of criticism for 
only putting his TV title on the line 
for the first 15 minutes of his 
matches. These days, his oppo- 
nents should consider themselves 
lucky if he puts the belt on the line 
at all. Sting has beaten His Lord- 
ship many times, but not when the 
championship was at stake. 

lf | were WCW Commissioner 
Nick Bockwinkel, | don’t think I'd 
let these champions get away with 
wrestling in so many non-title 
matches. 

Watch out for Bunkhouse 
Buck in WCW! This brawler, man- 
aged by Col. Rob Parker, is out to 
destroy Dustin Rhodes. You have 
to admire this guy’s determination. 
If he can get the best of Dustin, 
he’ll really move up in the WCW 
ranks. 

Terry Funk is no longer at the 
top of ECW. The brawling Texan 
lost the heavyweight title to Shane 
(Continued on page 54) 
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HE WWF IS looking for F 
a few good tag teams to Fa 
come in and give the |. 


World title picture a much- 
needed boost. If there are any } 


talented teams out there look- 
ing for a big break—and some 
very nice hardware for their tro- 


phy chest—the WWF is the ~~ 


place. 

The breakdown of the WWF 
tag team picture has been doc- | 
umented elsewhere. Never 
before has the federation been 


so weak in such a key area. jx 


When mediocre teams such as 
The Quebecers and Men on a 
Mission can exchange the 
belts twice within a four-day 
period, when an old-timer like 
Capt. Lou Albano thinks he can 
make a difference with The 
Headshrinkers, when The Bush- 
whackers are among the top tag 
teams in the world, you know 
there’s trouble. 

Although it’s impossible to say 
why or how it happened, in retro- 
spect we should have seen it hap- 
pening. 
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tals 


The Heavenly Bodies and The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
have faced each other on WWF cards. Making them 
full-time WWF competitors would only improve the 
federation’s lackluster tag team roster. 


A few injuries to Rick and Scott 
Steiner, Ted DiBiase’s decision to 
go to Japan (breaking up Money 
Inc.), and the defection of The 
Nasty Boys led to the downfall 
and devaluation of the title. 

Going further back, we've seen 
The Legion of Doom break up and 


leave the WWF, Bret Hart 
split with Jim Neidhart, and 
The British Bulldogs go their 
separate ways. 

What does it say about the 

WWF that its most appealing 
tag team matchup over the 
last year was The Rock 'n’ 
# Roll Express vs. The Heav- 
"| enly Bodies for the Smoky 
“| Mountain championship? 
1 Not much. That's a bad 
j fact, and it’s not one the 
WWF is capable of dealing 
with right now. Jesse Ventura 
recently won a lawsuit against 
the federation, and now Vince 
McMahon is bracing for his 
upcoming court battle, where 
he faces substantial financial 
penalties and possible time in 
jail for alleged illegal distribu- 
tion of steroids. 

As you can see, the WWF has 
other problems to deal with. But if 
McMahon and company ignore 
their sinking ship, there won't be 
anything of value left when the 
trial ends. 

(Continued on page 55) 
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APT. LOU ALBANO is back in wrestling. He is a “technical adviser” to The 
Headshrinkers, the team managed by Afa, who once was managed by Albano. 
That's how he got the job: contacts. 

He certainly is qualified. He led 12 tag teams to 16 WWF World tag team titles. 
He was so good he started calling himself “The Guiding Light” and nobody laughed, 
and it’s hard not to laugh at a man who wears rubber bands on his ears. 

Thus, Albano must be considered one of the greatest managers in the sport's his- 
tory. Few would deny his knack for getting his men to do what he wants them to do. 
The problem is, The Headshrinkers aren’t his men. He is setting himself up for a big 
disappointment. 

Why would Albano risk it? Why would a man 
who has such a good reputation take the 
chance of looking like a fool? 

In his own words: “The Captain will show 
everybody he’s still got the old magic. I’ve been 
away, but | haven’t lost my touch, brother.” 

Albano still feels the need to prove himself, 
even after all he has accomplished. His friend 
Afa is giving him the opportunity. 

If Afa, with Albano as his adviser, leads The 
Headshrinkers to the WWF World tag team 
title, then the Captain will have been vindicat- 
ed. If he does not, Albano may move on to 
other ventures, but not with the full support of 
many who stood behind him for so long. They 
don’t want him to look bad, and if he does, 
they'll blame him. 

That's the dilemma Albano doesn’t like thinking about. He has thought about it, 
though, and his answer to the doubters is simple: Just go out and help lead yet 
another team to yet another World championship. 

As much as the Captain has enjoyed the movie and TV work of the past several 
years, as proud as he has been of being a major player in the fight against multiple 
sclerosis, Albano is a man most comfortable shouting instructions at ringside. 

“It's in his blood,” said one friend. “There isn’t anything he would rather do than 
spend a night at the matches.” 

Indeed, the Captain is famous for being something of a ring rat. He used to boast 
of his method of scouting opponents, which was to “sit in the 97th row with my 8mm 
camera.” Obviously, that little camera served him well. 

But just as 8mm film gave way to camcorders, Albano gave way to a new breed 
of manager. He and Fred Blassie and The Grand Wizard gave way to men like 
Bobby Heenan and Jimmy Hart and Jim Cornette. They weren’t any smarter than 
their older counterparts, but they were more open to new trends. In place of the 
Captain’s “unborn virgin goat's milk,” there is |COPRO. 

While it’s true that Albano comes in not as manager but as adviser, how long will 
it be before he insists on having a much greater say in The Headshrinkers’ affairs? 
He and Afa are friends, but this comment of Albano’s is telling: 

“| told Afa he was doin’ a great job, but maybe he was too close to the situation. 
He needed somebody to step in and take a good look at Samu and Fatu.” 

“Needed” is a strong word. Apparently Afa agreed with Albano’s reasoning, but 
the implication is that Afa could not lead The Headshrinkers to the top without the 
Captain’s help. Would the proud Samoan ever have admitted that, even to his good 
friend? 

Captains are not advisers. They are leaders. Sometimes they have to rock the 
boat to get results. 

Afa—and Albano—beiter break out the lifejackets. Ol 


—- 


Wrestling is in Capt. Lou’s blood. 


PLUS: Each month, five runners-up will receive a 
free PWI baseball cap. 


Here is your chance to prove it. Take the PRO WRESTLING 
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Champ” and win $250 or a PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED i Ba Daa bal 


baseball cap. — ACTUAL QUESTIONS — 
oo hails from which California beach community? 
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3) Venice Beach 
4) Newport Beach 
At what University did Ron Simmons play football? 


1) Notre Dame 
; Wales = epee! 
a i a 4) Oglet ©. ret ha 
T False: Giant Gonzales in the 1984 Olympi 
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This service is available on both rotary-dialed 
and touch-tone phones. 
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on the number of entries. Complete rules and mail-in entries are available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PWI TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333. 
To win, answer seven consecutive trivia questions and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing of one $250 winner. From May 1, 1994, until August 


correctly 
31, 1994, a total of 18 PWI caps (retail value $7 each) will be awarded. London Publishing Co. will the winners. No substitutions allowed. 
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Thumbs U 


Each Issue, The Wrestler will praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of 
wrestling. The praiseworthy receive a Thumbs Up, the disgraceful are marked with a Thumbs 
Down. Here is this month's roll of honor and shame. 


0 ax 


Thumbs Up to Diesel. This train has arrived well ahead of schedule. Diesel is no 
longer just Shawn Michaels’ bodyguard, but the WWE Intercontinental champion. 
The seven-footer followed up his spectacular performance at the Royal Rumble in 
January by winning the I-C belt from the formerly hot Razor Ramon on April 13 in 
Rochester, New York. Diesel has powered out of Michaels’ shadow, and there’s 
absolutely no reason for him to be a mere bodyguard anymore. By the way, it’s 
interesting to hear the fans react to Diesel. He’s actually hearing some cheers! 


Thumbs Up to Tracey Smothers. While “Dirty White Boy” Tony Anthony and Brian 
Lee battle for the SMW heavyweight title, Smothers lays in the bushes and waits to 
strike. He’s the wildcard in this situation, a capable wrestler who keeps proving him- 
self. Equally adept at both scientific wrestling and brawling, Smothers easily took 
care of improving Chris Candido. He’s moving closer to showdowns with Anthony 
and Lee. Both are exhausting themselves, while Smothers is getting better and bet- 
ter. Keep your eye on this situation. The next SMW heavyweight champion could be 
the overlooked Smothers. 


Thumbs Up to Big Van Vader. Here’s a first. We're giving the former WCW World 
champion a nod for traveling to Japan and competing in the “Best In The World °94” 
tournament in Osaka. Unlike many wrestlers, Vader has the guts to travel overseas 
and take on the world’s top competition under adverse conditions, It’s no wonder 
Vader is always around the WCW World title. He works at winning, and wants to get 
better. Many people see him as a big man who does nothing but try to hurt his oppo- 
nents. That perception is wrong, and the athletic Vader shows why all the time. 


Thumbs Up to Alundra Blayze. Many champions would enjoy a lack of competition. 
They'd accept the glory of being on top and not worry that their title is meaningless. 
Thankfully, Blayze isn’t one of them. After easily defeating Leilani Kai at 
WrestleMania X, the WWF World Women’s champion went looking for new compe- 
tition. She didn’t look too far before running into Luna Vachon, who just might be 
the most dangerous woman in wrestling. Better yet, Blayze confronted Vachon. She 
fired the first shot of a war that could last for a long time. Blayze and the title will be 
the ultimate benefactors. 
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Thumbs Downa 


Thumbs Down to Ric Flair. Although flattery will get him nowhere, taunting and 
belittling Rick Steamboat prior to their Spring Stampede showdown only made Flair 
look bad. The “‘Nature Boy” had us fooled, thinking his old arrogance and rulebreak- 
ing ways had mellowed with age. We liked the new, modest Flair, who recognized his 
mortality and realized his career couldn't last forever. Well, the old Flair is back. 
What happened to the family man? What happened to the man who wanted to be 
champion or nothing? True, many people miss the old Flair, but we’re not among 
them. And, we’re sure, neither is Steamboat. 


Thumbs Down to Jim Cornette. Imagine this scenario: You’re working and living in 
an area you love. But because of the actions of a person who is supposed to be your 
friend, you’re forced to leave and go someplace else. Wouldn’t you be angry? Of 
course! The Heavenly Bodies—Jim Del Ray and Tom Prichard—can’t be happy with 
their manager these days. They dropped a loser-leaves-town match and the Smoky 
Mountain Wrestling tag team title to The Rock ’n’ Roll Express because Cornette’s 
tennis racket-wielding antics backfired. Perhaps it’s time Jim reviewed his often-dam- 
aging actions, and saved his racket for doubles. , 


Thumbs Down to Cactus Jack. Although we understand Jack’s anger with Big Van 
Vader for slicing off a piece of his ear during a match in Germany, we think he should 
briefly relax and consider his actions. Naturally, Jack wants revenge. He has placed a 
bounty on Vader’s ear (see story elsewhere in this issue). WCW Commissioner Nick 
Bockwinkel warned Jack against taking such drastic actions, but Bockwinkel’s words 
probably won’t matter. We agree with the commissioner that this will only lead to 
more violence. And isn’t that too high a price to pay in a wrestling match? 


Thumbs Down to Capt. Lou Albano. In what has all the earmarks of a cheap, desper- 
ate publicity stunt, the Captain has returned to the WWF as technical adviser to The 
Headshrinkers. Albano, who managed 12 tag teams to a collective 16 WWF World 
tag team titles, has most recently devoted his efforts to fund-raising for multiple scle- 
rosis and several TV and movie appearances. We’re not sure why Albano came 
back—he claimed disgust over The Quebecers’ tactics—and we think he should’ve 
stayed retired. Captain Lou had a stylish, distinguished career. Now he seems to be 


wrestling’s version of a George Foreman joke. 
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CORRESPONDENTS 


Winston-Salem, NC (Cor- 
respondenit—Ted Brayley): Lord 
Steven Regal must have known 
he would be in for a tough night 
when he signed to face Sting. 
Regal, who frequently puts his 
WCW TV title on the line for only 
the first 15 minutes of a bout, 
didn’t put the belt up at all against 
WCW’'s most popular star. 

It looked like Sting underesti- 
mated the scientific skills of Regal 
in the first few minutes of the match, 


Sting grimaces after Lord Steven Regal 
applies a chokehold. No title was on the 
line, but the “Stinger” gained some sat- 
isfaction by pinning the WCW TV cham- 
pion after throwing Regal’s manager, Sir 
William, on top of him. 


REPORTS 


though. Regal took control and 
kept Sting on the mat using a wide 
variety of armlocks and other holds. 

Sting ultimately got the upper 
hand in the match when the fans 
got behind him. He wore down Re- 
gal and overpowered him, concen- 
trating his attack on Regal’s back 
and legs. After weakening Regal’s 
legs, he seized his opportunity and 
locked the Englishman in his 
“Scorpion deathlock.” Regal’s 
manager, Sir William, knew his 
man was in trouble and climbed to 
the top rope. Before William could 
leap onto him, the “Stinger” 
grabbed the manager and 
slammed him onto Regal. Sting 
covered the TV champ, who was 
too stunned to kick out. 

In other bouts: 2 Cold Scorpio & 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell defeat- 
ed Tex Slazenger & Shanghai 
Pierce ... Arn Anderson & Rick 
Steamboat beat Paul Orndorff & 
Paul Roma ... U.S. champion 
Steve Austin pinned Brian Pillman 
... WCW World champion Ric Flair 
defeated Big Van Vader by dis- 
qualification. 


Pikeville, KY (Correspond- 
ent—Rich Goebel): When The 
Heavenly Bodies and The Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express entered the ring for a 
cage match, they knew one team 
would walk out with the Smoky 


Mountain tag team title. But there 
was more at stake: The losing team 
would be forced to leave SMW. 

Rick Morton took a lot of pun- 
ishment early when the Bodies 
kept him from tagging out to 
Robert Gibson. They succeeded— 
until Gibson took matters into his 
own hands. He charged into the 
ring and furiously pounded both 
Jim Del Ray and Tom Prichard. 
During the confusion that followed, 
Morton managed to make the 
legal tag. 

Gibson applied a stepover toe- 
hold on Prichard, then turned it 
into a bridge and nearly got a pin- 
fall. That's when Del Ray threw 
referee Mark Curtis against the 
cage. Gibson and Morton double- 
dropkicked Del Ray, but Curtis 
was too stunned to make the 
count. As another official came to 
the ring, Del Ray hit Morton with a 
moonsault and got a two-count. 
Jim Cornette even got into the fray 
by throwing Prichard his tennis 
racket while the referee was dis- 
tracted. 

Gibson, who was tied up in the 
ropes, was helpless to assist 
Morton when Prichard smashed 
him with it. Curtis saw this and 
didn’t allow the other referee to 
make the count. Both officials did 
make the three-count after Morton 

(Continued on page 56) 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports. while also being officially credited with your by-line, send us 
reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill of seeing your name in an internationally known magazine while at the same 
time helping to improve the quality of wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 


Send your reports to: 


CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, BOX 956, FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
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GET ALL THE NEWS-—FAST AND FIRST! 


PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 
Each weekly issue contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
cards, “Yay & Nay” and ‘Who's Hot, Who's Not” columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week’ and “Match of the Week" features, plus “Steve Anderson's View" 
(wrestling’s best political cartoon), ratings, trivia, “Transactions,” a lively editorial, 
“Reporter's Notebook,” ‘This Week In History,” and an extensive collection of 
match results! You get all this—each and every week!—in a bold newsletter 
format that Keeps you on top of today’s wrestling news today! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 

Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the news is as fresh as can be. 
You'll be the first to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the 
major controversies, and the triumphs and tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 
and we'll send you a copy of PW! Weekly hot off the press. We're certain that 
once you see all the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll want to become a subscriber. 

(Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 


* 17 weekly issues for just $27.99, a 16% savings off the cover price 
* 34 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 25% savings off the cover price 
+ 52 weekly issues for just $69.99, a 31% savings off the cover price 


pee oe ern nnn nnn nn a a ss en 
Send to: -] NEW YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please send me a 
London Publishing Co. -) RENEWAL subscription to PW/ Weekly as follows: 
| P.O. Box 910 : 1 17 issues for just $27.99, a 16% savings 
Fort Washington, PA 19034 (1 34 issues for just $49.99, a 25% savings 
1 1 52 issues for just $69.99, a 31% savings 
Please indicate method of payment: [J I'd like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. Enclosed please 
| [) Check or money order find a check or money order for $1.95 
\ (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
to NAME 
| LI VISA 
1 
: 
(J MasterCard ADDRESS APT 
Cardinumber= = === = == CITY STAT ZIP 
Expiration date: / E__ 
i MO/YR Offer good in U.S, and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.70 for single issue; $44.99 
| (Pennsylvania residents add 6% sales tax) for 17 issues; $83.99 for 34 issues; $110.99 for 52 issues. International money orders only. 
bee we ee oe ee ne en oo no i 


(*™5tLIN 


ILLUSTRATED 


GRAND JURY CONSIDERS STEROID WIT 


VICIOUS 


ARAN INDICTED; CHARGES AGAIN 


IMENT AGAINST WME 


ST LAWLER DROPPED? 


& ANDERSON \NJURED IN HOTEL BRAWL 


AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 


SPECIAL NOTE TO'BRITISH FANS: PW! Weekly is available by subscription in the U.K. exclusively from 


“Turnbuckles UK.” For details, send S.A.E. to P.O. Box 278, Maidstone, Kent, ME1S56GE. 


1985/12-93 


look smart. You’re right, I have 
earned my shot. I proved I was 
the real ‘King’ last year when I 
beat Bret Hart at Summer- 
Slam. The way I saw it, Yoko- 
zuna got robbed against Bret 
Hart at WrestleMania. If Tun- - 
ney had any brains at all, he 
would have had me referee that 
match, not Roddy Piper. I 
would have made sure justice 
was done. To be honest, I don’t 
know if Tunney will give me a 
title shot, because he knows I’d 
beat Bret and then there would 
be no one who could beat: me. 


Here's the monthly feature that YOU get to write! it's your chance to have a top wrestler answer YOUR questions! 
Only the best questions will be answered, so put on your thinking caps and come up with some good ones! Address 
your questions—and who you would like to haye answer them—to: 

YOU ASKED US, c/o THE WRESTLER, 

Box 956, Ft, Washington, PA 19034, 


Q: “I have a question for that fathead 


Ron Simmons: Do you actually . 


believe you'll succeed in WCW 
by being a bully and interfering 
in matches? I think you’re just a 
lazy bum looking for short- 
cuts.” —Rita M. Buda, Chicago, 


ek 


: “Isn’t that just a typical com-. 


ment from a fan who doesn’t 
know anything about wrest- 
ling?” Simmons replied. ‘““What 
I do is my business, not anyone 


else’s. 1 am a former WCW ~ 


World champion and no one 
gives me the respect I deserve. 
There is no better athlete in 
WCW than me, but everyone 
else gets the title shots. I don’t 
have any reason to listen to 
anyone’s opinion, including all 
the stupid fans. I will be World 
champion again—and I’m not 
taking shortcuts. I’m doing 
what’s necessary to see that 
justice is served in WCW. If 
anyone gets in my way, that’s 
their problem.” 
s : Sa 
: “My question is for Jerry ‘The 
’ King’ Lawler: How soon do you 
think it will be before WWE 
President Jack Tunney gives you 
the title shot against Bret Hart 
that you have earned?”—Keith 
Blandford, Pascagoula, MS 


A: “If Tunney’s involved, probably 


a real long time, Keith,” said 
Lawler. “That guy makes a tree 
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Jerry Lawler is skeptical WWF 
President Jack Tunney will ever 
grant him a title match against 
World champion Bret Hart. But 
Lawler says if he can’t get the 
chance, he hopes Owen Hart can 
defeat Bret.. 


While Hulk Hogan says he respects 
Ric Flair’s accomplishments, he 
notes the “Nature Boy” never beat 
him for the WWF World title. The 
“Hulkster” claims he, not Flair, is 
the era’s dominant wrestler. 


But if it isn’t me who beats 
Bret, I’d be glad to sit back and 
watch Owen do it, Stu and 
Helen Hart should be happy 
they have one talented son.” 
+ Scseey : 
“My question is for Hulk Hogan: 
Ric Flair has won a total of 10 
world titles in both the NWA/ 
WCW and the WWF. You won 
five WWE World titles. As things 
stand now, which one of you do 
you think will be remembered as 
the better wrestler?”—Jack 
Salina, Sylvester, GA 
(Continued on page 58) 
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By V.J. Paterno 


VER THE PAST year or 
ex the tag team that calls 

itself Soul Train has been 
chugging along on the indepen- 
dent circuit. It now appears ready 
to switch to the express tracks. 

“We're makin’ things happen 
each day and each night, and 
although we may be Soul Train, 
we're about to take flight!” raps 
the fierce Ghetto Blaster, who, 
along with teammate Mr. Lucifa 
and manager Donnie B., are caus- 
ing all sorts of havoc throughout 
the East and South. 

Alumni of “Iron” Mike Sharpe’s 
wrestling school in New Jersey, 
Soul Train won the initial Garden 
State Wrestling Association tag 
team tournament only months 
after graduating. The team held 
the belts for about a year, and 
then moved on to Memphis and 
the USWA. 

“We'd heard so much about 
Memphis, and about this Jerry 
Lawler who throws fire,” Mr. Lucifa 
said. “Didn't worry me any.” 

And it shouldn’t have. Lucifa is 
a massive 6'4" and weighs 350 
pounds—and that includes a pair 
of horns. He himself can launch 
fireballs out of his mouth, and 
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One’s a tough man from the ’hood, and the other is a giant with horns. 
Together, they form a fearsome tag team that’s derailing opponents 
throughout several federations 


A 


Mr. Lucifa (standing) and Ghetto Blaster comprise Soul Train, an up-and-coming tag 
team that’s already caused plenty of mayhem in several independent federations. 


that’s more than even 
Lawler can say. 

“We held our own 
against Lawler and Brian 
Christopher, man, and we're 
proud of it because they're 
far more experienced than 
we are,” Blaster said. “Once 
we get the experience, no 
one, nowhere, will be able 
to stop us.” 

Now they’re in several 
promotions, most notably 
the Philadelphia-based 
World Wide Wresiling Al- 
liance, where they’re feud- 
ing with tag team champi- 
ons The Diamond Express. 
Only periodic rulebreaking 
has enabled the Express to 
hold on to the tag belts. 

“Everyone knows exactly 
what it takes to fuel a big 
locomotive like Soul Train, | 
and everyone also knows 
exactly where diamonds 
come from!” said Donnie B., 
a former accountant who | 
liked to play pool for money 
in some of the seedier parts 
of Manhattan. One day, he 
had trouble collecting his 
winnings at an especially 
funky pool hall and was 
jumped by six guys before a man 
entered and pummeled his 
assailants. That man was Ghetto 
Blaster. 

One night near Atlantic City, the 
two were at another pool hall and 
were attacked by a far larger 
gang. A huge monster of a man 
emerged from the shadows, caus- 
ing the hoodlums to scatter—all 
except for one who challenged 
him with a knife. Lucifa let loose 
some fire, and the man hasn't 
been seen since. 

Lucifa suggested they try 
wrestling, and the idea of getting 
paid to beat people up appealed to 
Blaster. 

“| loved their attitude from the 
start, extremely fierce, but they 


Lucifa and Blaster double-team Dog of Bad Crew during a WWWA card in suburban 
Philadelphia. Soul Train’s manager, Donnie B., expects his men to reach elite status within 
the next five years. 


were raw as could be,” Sharpe 
said. “Nevertheless, they were 
very teachable. They should go 
quite far.” 

“They’re inherently fearless, 
and that’s an unteachable quality,” 
Donnie said. “It’s simply a matter 
of refining their skills, that’s all, 
learning from what they do right— 
and wrong—in the ring. Every 
week, they get better and better.” 

Can Soul Train eventually 
appear on one of the major feder- 
ations’ timetables? 

“They can definitely contend in 
a major, as long as they’re 
patient,” Donnie said. “Very few 
things in wrestling happen over- 
night. Blaster and Lucifa know 
good things come with time, and 


since they’re young they know 
their best days. still are ahead of 
them. 

“| play the stock market, and 
the guys who are in it for the quick 
profit usually leave Wall Street 
with their tail tucked ‘tween their 
legs. Those who bide their time 
and play for the long haul usually 
turn out to be the big winners. Five 
years from now, | want Soul Train 
to be recognized as one of wrest- 
ling’s elite tag teams. If we can 
achieve that before then, fine, but 
I'm not going to sacrifice our future 
for some short-term gain.” 

Blaster agrees. “Our time’s 
gonna come, | don’t mind the wait, 
‘cause when we go and get it, we'll 
be doin’ it great!” O 
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Each month, 
The Wrestler will 
present a "Question and 

Answer" forum with an important 
figure in the wrestling world. It is. your 
chance to meet wrestling's biggest stars 
as they answer the questions 
uppermost in fans' minds 
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Jerry Sags strikes Maxx Payne with a broken table leg during action from 
SuperBrawl IV. The Nasty Boys have dominated WCW since the fall, but are upset 
they weren’t voted Tag Team of the Year by PW/ readers last year. 
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KNOBS: Ellner, I wanna have a 


_word with you. 


ELLNER: What about? I’m always 
all ears for you guys. 

SAGS: That’s more than Cactus 
Jack can say! 

KNOBS: You know what I’m talk- 
ing about. Tag Team of the Year in 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. What’s 
the big idea giving it to Rick and 
Scott Steiner? We kicked their 
butts several years ago. 

ELLNER: Remember, guys, fans 
vote for that award. We editors and 
writers have nothing to do with it. 
SAGS: Well, you should’ve stuffed 
some ballots. 

ELLNER: | wasn’t raised in Jersey 
City or Chicago, so I couldn’t have 
done it without being caught. And to 
play devil’s advocate, you didn’t re- 
enter WCW until the summer. 

SAGS: Maybe so, but we did it all 
in 1993. We’re the WCW World 
tag team champions. We beat the 
best teams in the world ... 
KNOBS: We came, we came, we 
conquered! 


THE NASTY BOYS 


ERRY SAGS AND and Brian Knobs were just about born tag 

team partners. They grew up together in Allentown, 
Pennsylvania, a blue-collar burg rocked by high unemployment, 
and ruled the streets of a tough town. Years later, they re ruling the 
WCW World tag team title picture. 

Actually, it’s their second reign atop WCW. They beat Rick and 
Scott Steiner for the belts in 1990, but soon headed to the WWF 
under the tutelage of Jimmy Hart. On January 28, 1991, the Nastys 
won a battle royal to earn a WWF World tag team title match 
against The Hart Foundation at WrestleMania VII. Not surprisingly, 
the Nastys beat the fading Harts for the belts. 

When Sags and Knobs returned to WCW last summer, they soon 
won the World tag team title belts from Paul Roma and Arn 
Anderson. Although 2 Cold Scorpio and Marcus Alexander Bagwell 
briefly held the belts, the Nastys regained the title and have domi- 
nated ever since. 

Senior Writer Eddie Ellner was more than happy to entertain Sags 
and Knobs at his Manhattan home for this interview. “These guys 
are my kind of wrestlers, and the reason why | like rulebreakers,” 
he said. “They give no quarter, and ask none. They did clear out my 
refrigerator, though.” 


SAGS: Yeah, something like that. 
ELLNER: I’m sorry you’re mad, 
guys. ' 
KNOBS: We won’t be mad when 
you give us the money. 
ELLNER: Money? What money? Is 
that what this is all about? : 
KNOBS: Don’t play games with us, 
Ellner. I’m. talking about the money 
we get for giving you this interview. 
ELLNER: Are you kidding? There’s 
no money, that’s not how it. works 
when you're dealing with the working 
press. 
SAGS: Working what? We have to 
get paid for our time. 
KNOBS: The heck with it, Sags. 
We’re here anyway. | 
SAGS: Yeah, we don’t need your 
stinkin’ money. We get all we need 
by winning belts in the ring. 
KNOBS: Yeah, and we’ve had a lot 
more than anybody else. 
SAGS: A lot more than Bagwell 
and Scorpio got. 
. KNOBS: Or the Sullivan sisters. 
SAGS: Or Payne and one-and-a- 


Even the pain-loving Cactus Jack is crying for mercy after Brian Knobs begins 
working on him. The Nastys dismiss Jack and Payne, and all the other challengers 
half-eared Jack. to their WCW World tag team beits. 
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ELLNER:; Or any team in WCW, for 
that matter. That’s why I have you 
here today. As of this writing, you’re 
clearly the dominant team in the 
world. One year ago, nobody knew 
what was going on with you guys. 
What happened? 

KNOBS: Nothing. We get what we 
want. If we don’t get something, it 
means we didn’t want it in the first 
place. 

SAGS: Like that broad that pretty 
boy thought we were staring up the 
other day. 

KNOBS: Kicked his butt. 
ELLNER: What happened? 
KNOBS: We’re standing in some 
bar over on Third Avenue. There’s 
this cheap broad standing by the 
bar with her boyfriend. He thinks 
we’re looking at her. 

SAGS: So he makes the big mistake 
of getting in our faces. 

KNOBS: And we showed him the 
door. Except we didn’t open it first. 
SAGS: Broke his nose and redeco- 
rated his jaw. And that was before 
we got to work. 

KNOBS: Tell him what happened 
with the girl. 

SAGS: She left without him. Kissed 
us both on the lips and gave us her 
phone number. 

ELLNER: Did you use it? 

SAGS: We don’t have a phone. I 
don’t need people bothering me, 
and Knobs never learned how to 
use one. 

ELLNER: I wonder if she knew who 
you are. 

KNOBS: Everybody knows who we 
are. We’re The Nasty Boys. How 
could she not know who we are, 
unless she reads your magazines. 
ELLNER: Hey, fellas, you’re on top 
of the world right now. If that poll 
was held today, you’d be the hands- 
down winners. Maybe next year we'll 
add a monetary award. 

SAGS: Count us in. 

KNOBS: Yeah, and make sure you 
spell our names right. He’s Jerry 
and I’m Brian. 

ELLNER: If any wrestling journalist 
knows, it’s me. Let’s talk shop for a 
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while. People around the world of 
wrestling know how dangerous you 
are, the things you pull off... 

SAGS: (To Knobs) Like when that 
guy didn’t realize you were about 
to rub your armpit in his face. Most 
disgusting thing I’ve ever seen, and 
I loved it! 

KNOBS: It worked. We won. 
SAGS: Yeah, he was out cold. 
Thought he got his head stuck in a 


used jockstrap store. 

KNOBS: Worse. I haven’t show- 
ered in two weeks. 

ELLNER: | knew something smelled 
in here. 

SAGS: What? 

ELLNER: (Hurriedly) Not bad. Good. 
Something smells good in here. 
KNOBS: Ellner, I’m just con- 
cerned that your magazines aren’t 
giving us the respect we deserve. 


Marcus Alexander Bagwell is roughed up by Sags. Bagwell and 2 Cold Scorpio won the 
tag title from the Nastys last October, but Knobs and Sags took it back 20 days later. 


ELLNER: What are you talking 
about? We’re giving you all this 
space. 

SAGS: Get something straight, 
Ellner. You’re not giving anything 
to us. We’re giving everything to 
you. 

KNOBS: That’s how it always is. We 
give what we want and take what 
‘we want. We wanted the title belts 
so we took them. We pick our op- 
ponents and pick our spots. Even 
[WCW Commissioner Nick] Bock- 
winkel has nothing to say about 
that. 

ELLNER: He thinks he’s in control. 
SAGS: (Laughs) He’s wrong. How 
the heck do you think we wrestled 
the Sullivan sisters—Kevin, Evad, 
and Sherri? 

KNOBS: We picked our opponents. 
They walked into our trap. 
ELLNER: Are they the weakest tag 
team in WCW? 

SAGS: Not the weakest. Just the 
easiest to beat. 

ELLNER: Let’s talk about some of 
the other tag teams in WCW. Some of 
them are downright bad. Some are 
pretty impressive. 

SAGS: None of them can beat us. 
ELLNER: Agreed. Now let’s go 
down the list. Scorpio and Bagwell. 
KNOBS: Mutt and Jeff. 

SAGS: Ren and Stimpy. 

KNOBS: Pretenders for life. 
ELLNER: I agree. They’re the most 
overrated tag team in WCW. Maybe 
in the world. How about Harlem Heat? 
SAGS: Not bad, but Harlem’s not 
as tough as Allentown, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

KNOBS: Not nearly as tough. 
ELLNER: Jack and Payne. 

KNOBS: It’s like wrestling a men- 
tal ward. We used to make fun of 
retards like that when we were in 
high school. 

SAGS: Yeah, then we’d kick the 
crap out of them, just like we do 
with Jack and Payne. 

KNOBS: There are still plenty of 
body parts left on Jack. We can get 
rid of some more! 

ELLNER: As for the two Pauls, 


The Nastys are masters at brawling and double-teaming, but they also know a few 
holds, as Sags shows by trapping Bagwell in an abdominal stretch. Sags and 
Knobs expect to be WCW World tag team champs for a long time. 


Roma and Orndorff. 

KNOBS: Paulina and Paula aren’t 
bad, except we’ll never wrestle 
them. 

ELLNER: Why not? 

SAGS: Why should we? They’re 
our belts. 

ELLNER: A lot of the so-called 
experts say you'll never get through 


the year with the belts. 

KNOBS: The experts don’t know 
what they’re talking about. Let 
them say that to our face. 

SAGS: They don’t got the guts. 
KNOBS: They don’t got the onions. 
SAGS: Brass ones. 

KNOBS: That’s what we have. 
SAGS: Big and bold. - Oo 
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THE WRESTLER PANEL EXAMINES 


Each month 

THE WRESTLER'S panel of experts 

will offer their candid opinions of one 

of wrestling's stars. Whether an up-and-coming 
youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 

our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 


vie 


Brian Lee pinned Tracey Smothers to win his second Smoky Mountain title, but has since lost it to 
“Dirty White Boy” Tony Anthony. “Prime Time” has the skills to be a major star, but frequently relies 
on Tammy Fytch’s interference. 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

“If the Captain were a teacher, daddy, I’d have 
to give Brian an incomplete, ‘cause I’m not sure 
-. how I'd grade him: Yo really don’t know how 
good a wrestler he is today, what with that stuck- 
up Tammy Fytch always pulling tricks on his 
‘behalf: | know he was well-respected back when 
he was a fan favorite, so the guy can certainly 
wrestle, Until he does that again, ol’ ‘Prime Time’ 
gets a 3 a.m. time slot in the Captain's eyes.” 


Capt. Lou Albano, known as “The Guiding Light,” 
has led 12 tag teams to 16 WWF World tag team 
titles. He now advises The Headshrinkers. 


FABULOUS MOOLAH 

“Know the saying, ‘Behind every successful man 
stands a woman’? Brian's proof of that, darlin’. 
Maybe I’m overstating the case since he did win a 
title in Smoky Mountain as a fan favorite without 
Tammy Fytch, but having her in his corner makes 
him that much stronger. He's a fine technical wrest- 
ler, but | hope for his sake he isn’t relying too 
much on Tammy, dearie. One day, she might not 
be around to regularly interfere on his behalf.” 


Fabulous Moolah, the finest woman wrestler in 
history, held the World title for 28 years. She 
trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 

“He was a good wrestler as a fon favorite, and 
could become great as a rulebreaker, no longer 
having to worry what other people think. The 
guy's only been a pro for five years, so he prob- 
ably hasn't reached his peak yet. Having Tammy 
Fytch as a manager helps, too. When she was at 
Wellesley, she'd come over to my school to discuss 
strategy. The lady has learned her lessons well. 
She and Brian are a killer combination.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the sport's history, runs a wrestling 
school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


LOU THESZ 

“The guy has a lot of potential, and I'm sure with- 
in the next few years he'll contend for a title in 
one of the major federations. I'd pick him as a 
future world champion if he had just a little more 
upper body strength, since | currently couldn't see 
him beating any talented super heavyweights. | 
hope Tammy Fytch will occasionally let him wres- 
tle, and learn, rather than interfere every time. It 
could benefit Brian in the long run.” 


Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six times dur- 
ing his fabulous 50-year career. Many consider 
him the greatest all-around wrestler ever. 


DORY FUNK JR. 

“Brian's not the most muscular of wrestlers, so he 
wins on guile rather than brute strength. That is, 
those few times when Tammy Fytch isn’t there to 
boil him out. If he wasn’t a rulebreaker, I'm cer- 
tain more people would recognize his skills, which 
are considerable. Not many wrestlers these days 
can brawl or be scientific with equal success. But 
as long as he’s a rulebreaker, Brian will never get 
the respect he deserves.” . 


Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA World championship 
from 1969 to 1973. He still wrestles from time to 
lime. 


GORDON SOLIE 
“Brian got on the map a few years ago when he 
beat Paul Orndorff, obviously proving he is a tal- 
ented competitor. | foresee a fine career for him, 
with his best years still to come. You can tell he’s 
committed to his craft. | especially like his versa- 
tility, since that enables him to counter virtually 
anything an opponent has to offer. | wouldn't be 
surprised to see Brian become one of wrestling’s 
elite stars by the end of the decade.” 


Gordon Solie has expertly analyzed pro wrestling 
on television for 35 years. He periodically 
appears on WCW broadcasts. 
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By Chris Bernucca 


American champions in Eur- 
ope. Just ask Sting. 

“Of course | remember it,” said 
Sting, referring to his third WCW 
World title. “It was the last time | 
held the belt. Now, it’s.over a year, 
and I'm starting to wonder if I'll 
ever get the chance again.” 

WCW had embarked upon a 
European tour in March of 1993. 
Sting was scheduled for a series 
of matches with Big Van Vader, 
his most hated rival and the cham- 
pion at the time. On the second 


Panes THINGS HAPPEN to 


night of the tour, in London, Sting 
defeated Vader to win the federa- 
tion’s most coveted prize. 

“| was too busy patting myself 
on the back to realize what was 
happening,” Sting recalled. “There 
is so much to consider when you 
wrestle overseas. You're in a for- 
eign country and you don't know 
your way around. You want to 
have some fun on the trip, so 
maybe you don’t get as much rest 
as you need. The food is different, 
the people are different, every- 
thing’s different. And that can 


Men ona Mission are the 
latest of a growing list of 
wrestlers to win a title 
overseas, only to lose it days 
later. Can Mabel and Mo 
bounce back from the 
disappointment? 

Or are they merely the latest 


of one-week wonders? 


throw you off.” 

It certainly threw off Sting. Six 
days later in Dublin, Ireland, on 
the verge of returning to the 
United States with the title, he lost 
the belt back to Vader, and has 
yet to regain it. 

“Winning the title on foreign 
ground should be a warning sign, 
not a cause for celebration,” said 
Sting. “It should tell you that it can 
happen any time, anywhere, 
against any opponent.” 

Sting learned a painful lesson 
about the perils of winning a title 
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on foreign soil. One can only hope 
that Men on a Mission have also 
learned theirs. 

Mabel and Mo were certainly 
excited about their overseas itiner- 
ary. The oversized duo was 
scheduled for a series of matches 
with WWF World tag team cham- 
pions The Quebecers. Just days 
earlier, at WrestleMania X, Men 
on a Mission embarrassed the 
French Canadian duo, 
chasing them out of the 
ring without their belts 
and scoring a countout 
victory. Following that 
win, M.O.M. vowed to 
win the belts on the up- 
coming WWF European 
tour, the first time they 
would be traveling over- 
seas with the federation. 

“They were pumped,” 
offered one WWF fan 
favorite. “They couldn’t 
wait to get over there. | 
think they were the only 
guys who didn’t sleep on 
the plane. They were just 
bug-eyed about the 
whole thing.” 

M.O.M. put that en- 
thusiasm to work on 
March 29 at Royal Albert 
Hall in London against 
The Quebecers. Mabel 
and Mo didn’t let 
Jacques and Pierre 
escape this time. Mabel 
used his considerable 
girth to pin Pierre and 
capture the title. 

Winning a title should 
always be cause for cel- 
ebration, but Men on a 
Mission may have over- 
done it. The tag team 
was joined by their man- 
ager, Oscar, for a night 
of carousing to mark the 
‘duo's first major tag 
team championship. 

“Yes, there was a 
party afterward,” report- 
ed England correspon- 
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dent Colin Bowman. “Perhaps too 
much of a party. There was still 
the majority of the tour in front of 
them, and they should have 
known The Quebecers would do 
all they could to regain the belts.” 
Just two nights later, Jacques 
and Pierre did just that in Shef- 
field, England. Mo covered Pierre, 
but couldn't get a three-count 
because Mabel was in the ring. As 


the referee moved Mabel to the 
apron, Jacques reversed the com- 
batants, rolling his partner on top 
of his opponent. When the referee 
returned to the action, he counted 
a pinfall by Pierre, allowing the 
rulebreakers to win back the belts. 

Mabel and Mo were stunned. 
The title they had worked so hard 
to gain was now gone, just two 
days later. The loss seemed to 


} 


- by * 
pea est Le 


Mabel flips Pierre while Mo looks on. Men on a Mission’s strength and size helped them win the 
WWF World tag team title from The Quebecers, but their carousing enabled Jacques and Pierre 
to get the belts back two days later. 


learn from this experience.” 

The title loss brought Men on a 
Mission back to earth and a 
transcontinental flight brought 
them back to the United States. 
News of their brief title reign 
earned them a newfound respect 
among fans, who no longer regard 
them as a popular oddity but as a 
serious threat to the hated 
Quebecers. 

M.O.M. has already showed the 
ability to bounce back from disap- 
pointment. Following their hollow 
victory at WrestleMania, Oscar said 
the duo would win the belts in 
England, and they did. Now, in 
order to regain the title, they must 
channel their anger and frustration 
in losing the belts in a positive 
manner. 


Mabel gets his kicks from striking Pierre. He and teammate Mo know that if Men on a Perhaps they should give Sting 
Mission should regain the tag team belts, they can’t afford to take the honor lightly. Call. oO 


damper the enthusiasm of 
M.O.M., who were unable to score 
another pinfall victory on the tour 
and returned to the States the 
same way they had left—as con- 
tenders. As 

Men on a Mission's reign ties 
the second-shortest since the WWF 
established a World tag team title. 
in 1971. The shortest was one 
day, set by Bob Backlund. and 
Pedro Morales in 1980, but that 
was because Backlund was also 
World champion at the time and 
thus not allowed to hold two titles 
simultaneously. Last June, Rick 

- and Scott Steiner held the belts for ~ 
two days before losing them back 
to Money Inc. The brothers re- 
gained them three days later. 

“It was a typical cas= of over- 
confidence by a young, inexperi- 
enced team,” said WWF expert 
Thomas Pilliard of M.O.M. “A title 
can give a wrestler a sense of 
invincibility, when really all it does 
is make you more vulnerable to 
defeat. There have been a lot of 


; 5 It’s two against one, and Jacques is the unfortunate one about to feel the weight of 
one-week wonders in this sport. — ¥.0.M.’s assault. While Men on a Mission's two-day reign is among the shortest in 
Hopefully, Men on a Mission will WWF tag team history, it did legitimize them as a serious contender. 
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It was Suppogl to be bust 
penother yew) World title lef 
* defensf foogRic F lair. g 


It alg turned out ia beg ys 
the upset of the obntyty. 

And although [ots B. 
Badd fell short of 

a miracle, he promised 


there’d be another day 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


Tes IS THE story of how 
Johnny B. Badd nearly 
ruined Spring Stampede by 
forcing WCW promoters to look 
for a new main event. It is also the 
story of how highlight tapes are 
sometimes the product of good 
fortune, because there wasn’t a 
WCW camera anywhere to be 
found on March 12 at the Eis- 
sporthalle in Dresden, Germany. 


The flamboyant Johnny B. Badd pre- 
pares to legdrop Ric Flair during their 
recent match in Germany. Flair rallied to 
win, but the bout showed Badd is capa- 
ble of beating anyone in WCW. 
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Badd has seen Flair wrestle enough to 
know he must be wary of a hand offered 
by the “Nature Boy.” Flair now knows 
he can’t afford to take Badd lightly the 
next time they meet. 


That came as a disappointment 
to Johnny B. Badd, who likes to 
think of himself as the prettiest— 
and certainly the most photo- 
genic!—wrestler in WCW. 

You see, there are title defens- 
es, and there are title defenses. 
When Ric Flair walks into the ring, 
he is favored to defend the WCW 
World title. Against Rick Steam- 
boat, Sting, Big Van Vader, or 
Rick Rude, he’d be considered a 
slight favorite. Against Steve 


Austin, Lord Steven Regal, Ron 
Simmons, or Dustin Rhodes, he'd 
be considered a heavy favorite. 

Against Johnny B. Badd, he’d 
be considered an overwhelming 
favorite. 

But sometimes, overwhelming 
odds can be beaten. 

That was nearly the case when 
Badd faced off against Flair in 
Dresden. WCW was on tour, and 
Badd was on his game. He man- 
aged to avoid the heavy breads, 
meats, and beer that make a tour 
of Germany an athlete’s nutritional 
nightmare. He even avoided the 
late hours on the notoriously wild 
German nightlife scene. 

He got down to business. 

And he almost won the WCW 
World title. 

“| came this close, |’m telling 
you,” Badd said, holding his thumb 
and index finger a fraction of an 
inch apart. “I had Flair on the run 
and | almost caught his hide. Next 


Badd leaves the “Nature Boy” in obvi- 
ous pain. An upset by Badd would have 
jumbled up WCW’s ratings, and proba- 
bly would have caused plenty of 
changes on the Spring Stampede card. 
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Try as he might, Badd can’t seem to 
register the pin on Flair that would have 


made him WCW World champion. Flair’s. 


a picture of determination, as he wins a 
battle to get his shoulders off the mat. 


time, he isn’t going to be so 
lucky.” 

Flair, forced to get serious after 
some sloppy, indifferent wrestling 
early in the match, snapped out of 
his funk and ended up pinning 
Badd. It was an example of typical 
resourcefulness and experience 
once again saving the “Nature 
Boy,” who has been in these situ- 
ations before against wrestlers 

‘ who had nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. Flair wrestled 
far better on the rest of the tour 
and returned home with the World 
title, keeping the Spring Stampede 
card intact and the Pepto Bismol 
in the desk drawers of WCW offi- 
cials. 

But it was an outstanding tour 
for Badd, who teamed with a vari- 
ety of men (including Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell and former 
arch-rival Maxx Payne) in tag 
team matches and battled gallant- 
ly in some thrilling singles events 
against Paul Orndorff and U.S: 
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champion Steve Austin. 

Badd once again took a major 
step toward establishing himself 
as one of the top wrestlers in 
WCW. Flair won't be as heavily 
favored the next time he wrestles 
Badd. Nor will Badd have the pos- 
sibility of catching Flair on an off 
night. The champion will be ready. 

“He caught me off-guard,” Flair 
said. “You know, when you're 
champion, you can’t get up for 
every wrestler on every night, or 
else you'd be dead after a month. 
| pick my spots, and Badd almost 
caught me. It won't happen next 
time.” 

That's the highest compliment 
that can be paid to Badd, who 
wants respect almost as muchas 
he wants a major title. Badd 
knows he won't get title matches 


Flair has admitted that a champion simply can’t be at the top of his game every 
night. Badd—a former boxer—almost makes the “Nature Boy” pay for it with a 
punch to the stomach. 


until WCW officials recognize him 
as a top contender. He has 
bounced in and out of the WCW 
Top 10 for the past several months 
and is looking to secure a spot in 
the top five. The match against 
Flair was important in this respect, 
even though he didn’t win. 

“Johnny is definitely starting to 
open some eyes,” said Bagwell. 
“When he first came to WCW, | 
think people looked at him as 
being a little strange because he 
talked funny and wore all that 
makeup. Now people are taking 
him a lot more seriously, and that 
has a lot to do with Johnny taking 
himself a lot more seriously. He’s 
a great wrestler, as Flair just 
found out. Nothing 
against Ric, but too 
bad Johnny didn’t win. 
That would have been 
the upset of the cen- 
tury!” 

There’s the point: 
Badd doesn’t want his 
victories to be consid- 
ered upsets. Badd 
honestly thought he 
could beat Flair. He 
didn't consider himself 
the underdog. Badd 
wrestled hard—and 
was nearly rewarded. 
When it was over, 
Badd was upset that 
he wasted a rare op- 
portunity. 

“These title match- 
es don't come along 
every day,” Badd 
said. “| was lucky to 
get it. The only reason 
it happened was be- 
cause neither of us 
was scheduled to 
wrestle in the [Euro- 
pean Cup Champion- 
ship] tournament that 
night. Otherwise, I'm 
still waiting for a title 
shot.” 


tioned himself for more title shots. 
He needs to win a major title, or at 
least go on a long winning streak. 

“I’m getting there,” Badd said, 
“there’s no doubt about that, I’m 
headed to the top. Just give me 
some time. I’m a man on the 
move—and rising fast. Everybody 
knew it and now Flair Knows it, too.” 

Well, maybe everybody didn't 
know Badd would give Flair a run 
for his money. 

Next time, there'll be cameras 


Badd has Flair’s arm twisted behind his 
back and won't let go. While Flair nearly 
paid for a sluggish start, he rallied to 
retain his WCW World title. 


Badd realizes he This was as close as Badd could come to registering victory. Flair held on, but has vowed Badd 


hasn't properly poOsi- won't give him as much trouble the next time they meet. 
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\CTURE — SCENE XZ = 

following W stleMania x: Orp h om 
Yokozuna, having !0 + Owen, feeling triumphant over aybe 

the WW World ch pionship o having defeated Bret at Wrestle- at least he 4 have 

Bret Hart, 'S tearing UP he locker ania, is © \ebrating with a night Of course this is speculation. 
room whe e hears 4 knock on ut on the jown a hulking Hart di the 1 from 
the doo ws Owen , a face figure appr aches. It's Yokozuna:, Yokozun WrestleMania XK, 
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Owen likes to mock his older brother by adopting some of his famed moves, like 
the “sharpshooter.” Years of pent-up jealousy on Owen's part seem to be pouring 
out in this ugly feud. 


and Owen did beat his brother 
there, too, but Owen and Yoko- 
zuna never got together after the 
card. 

But here’s a thought. They 
have teamed before, for a tag 
team match against Bret and Lex 
Luger. It occurred in Denver, and 
ended in disqualification when 
Owen hit his brother with Yoko- 
zuna’s Salt bucket after Bret had 
the Samoan caught in his “sharp- 
shooter.” 

Suppose Owen and Yokozuna 
decided to team up for good. 

“It'd be a shocker, that’s for 
sure,” said one WWF wrestler who 
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has battled all three men. “Who 
would expect the two of them to 
get together? It'd throw the bal- 
ance of power completely off. And 
Bret would be too confused to 
even think.” 

That’s the point. The WWF 
World champion would be hit from 
all sides. He’d be battered physi- 
cally, mentally, and emotionally. 
Imagine your own brother teaming 
with an enemy to get you. 

“It's a preposterous notion,” 
scoffed Bruce Hart. “Owen would 
never have anything to do with 
Yokozuna, at least not anything 
more than a one-shot deal. Nat- 


urally, I'm dismayed by what has 
gone down between Bret and 
Owen, but at least they’re keeping 
it in the family. I'm confident Owen 
hates Yokozuna about as much 
as Bret does.” 

Perhaps, but Owen once hated 
Jerry Lawler, too. And who 
doesn’t believe that Owen hates 
not being WWF World champion? 
lt has to infuriate him that 
although he beat Bret at Wrestle- 
Mania, Bret is the one walking 
around with the belt. 

In his heart and gut, Owen 
believes he’s the rightful champi- 
on. He’s a smart enough man to 
know that if he actually wants to 
possess that championship, the 
giant Yokozuna could aid him 
immensely. Owen doesn’t have to 
like the guy. How many partners 
really like each other anyway? 

“Yokozuna can do what Owen 
can't,” said former WWF manager 
Johnny Valiant. “He can deal out 
punishment big-time. Give Bret a 
real beating in order to set him up 
for Owen. That’s what the big guy 
can do for Owen. It doesn’t take a 
genius to figure that out.” 

The partnership also would 


No will deny that Bret Hart is a great 
technical wrestler, but Owen knows his 
brother's style well. He proved it when 
he beat the “Hitman” at WrestleMania 
without help from anyone. 


Bret is an adequate brawler, but even he would probably admit it’s not a good idea 


for him to trade blows with Yokozuna. If he also had Owen to worry about when he 
battled the mighty Samoan, he would have big problems. 


move Yokozuna closer to the 
championship. Owen's superb sci- 
entific skills perfectly complement 
the sumo master’s overwhelming 
power. Owen may even decide to 
teach Yokozuna a few maneuvers. 

“| don’t think there’s much you 
can teach-a guy like Yokozuna,” 
said his adviser, Jim Cornette. 
“The big guy is a pretty amazing 
athlete. But I'm sure Owen would 
be very helpful. Mind you, I’m not 
advocating they team up or any- 
thing, but the possibility is very 
intriguing, and I’m sure Yokozuna 
wouldn't mind having a guy like 
that in his corner.” 

Cornette’s caution is under- 
standable. Although he is an 
adviser, he doesn’t want to start 
telling Yokozuna or his manager, 
Mr. Fuji, what they should be 
doing. His advice will come in pri- 
vate. However, there are others 
who insist that if Yokozuna had 
Owen in his corner, he’d be 
unstoppable. 

“The psychological factor can’t 
be overlooked,” said Davey Boy 
Smith, who captured the Inter- 
continental title from brother-in- 
law Bret in 1992. “First of all, Bret 
lost to Owen at WrestleMania. 
Although he went on to win the 
title, that has to gnaw at him. He 


must always be wondering if he 
really is that much better than his 
kid brother. 

“Then, if Owen and Yokozuna 
make a concerted effort, Bret 
won't be able to help thinking 
about that loss. It'll 
be on his mind night 
after night after night. 
He may fancy him- 
self a cool character, f 
but that would cause & 
him to lose control. [ 
And that’s where a | 
merciless giant like 
Yokozuna moves in 
for the kill.” 

Is this something 
about which Bret 
spends a lot of time 
thinking? Probably 
not. However, if he & 
wants to hold on to 7, 
that World title for 
very long, he had bet- | 
ter prepare himself 
for the possibility. 

“You don’t give |: 
Bret enough credit,” | 
said Jim Neidhart, 
his former tag team 
partner. “This is a 
guy who’s proved 
he'll defend against 
the best competition 


anytime, anywhere, and anyplace. 
Yeah, it'd be a real tough chal- 
lenge, but he’s faced tough 
before. | know this guy well, and 
he doesn’t wilt under pressure.” 

The World champion stands up 
to pressure well. No argument 
there. On the other had, he’s not 
unbeatable, and a Owen-Yoko- 
zuna double-team would make 
him even more vulnerable. Yoko- 
zuna himself would be vulnerable 
if such a potent combination allied 
against him. 

“All this is idle talk,” Bruce Hart 
countered. “You're trying to make 
a great athlete look bad and drive 
a wedge between family mem- 
bers. I'll say it again: There is no 
way Owen teams with Yokozuna 
to go after Bret's title. It just is not 
going to happen.” 

Bruce sounds panicky. He 
sounds like a man afraid the 
unthinkable may happen. 

It may, Bruce, it may. Oo 


Bret is an adequate brawler, but even he would probably 
admit it’s not a good idea for him to trade blows with 
Yokozuna. If he also had Owen to worry about when he 
battled the mighty Samoan, he would have big problems. 
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The war between Cactus Jack and 
Big Van Vader became even bloodier 


in Germany when Vader ripped off 


a piece of Jack’s ear. 
Now Jack is out for revenge. 
An eye for an eye? Nope: 


An ear.foran ear! 


CACTUS 
JACK’S 
BLOODY 
BODY 
BOUNTY 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE WAR BETWEEN Cactus 
j Jack and Big Van Vader 
took a new, ugly direction 
recently in Munich, Germany. 
Boy, do we mean ugly! 
On March 16, Jack lost most of 
his left ear in a brutal match with 
the ferocious Vader. Fortunately 


Cactus Jackisusedtobeingtorturedby Big 
_ Van Vader, but not to this extreme. Jack lost 

part of his left ear as a result of Vader’s 
viciousness, and has vowed revenge. 


for Jack, the actual injuries were 
mostly cosmetic: His hearing 
wasn't affected, and he had only 
temporary trouble with his bal- 
ance. Unfortunately for Vader, the 
injuries to Jack’s pride were mas- 
sive. Revenge? Hungered for in the 
most extreme fashion imaginable: 

Cactus Jack has placed a 
bounty ... on Vader's ear. 


= 


“Vader tried to decapitate me, 
so now I’m going to return the 
favor,” Jack said with an intensity 
in his voice unusual even for him. 
“And if it's not me who rips off his 
ear, then it can be someone else. 
That’s okay, as long as the job 
gets done. 

“A bounty?” Jack continued. 
“Yeah, call it a bounty. If Sting or 
The Boss or someone mails me a 
package with Vader’s ear inside, 
I'll be more than happy to sign for 
it. And believe me, I'll return the 
favor, too, I'll make sure that who- 
ever gets the job done gets taken 
care of.” 

Jack hasn't said specifically 
what the bounty payoff might be. 
It could be cash or some other 
prize. It could be assistance in the 
form of match interference on that 
wrestler’s behalf. It could be his 
services as a tag team partner in 
an important pay-per-view match. 

“Hey—it’s open season on 
Vader!” Jack said gleefully. “Of 
course, | want to be there first, 
and | intend to be. Vader set the 
stakes, now he has to fight the 
battle—if he has the guts. But 
Vader has no guts. And before 


long, he'll have no ear. He’s 
doomed. Bang, bang! There’s 
nowhere for him to run. Nowhere 
for him to hide.” 

Running and hiding have never 
been problems for Vader, who 
welcomes the opportunity to inflict 
more damage. 

“Yeah, | tried to hurt him,” 
Vader admitted. “Look: This is 


Vader shows a Munich audience that his power bomb still rates as one of 


wrestling’s most dangerous finishing maneuvers. He gave Jack a severe concus- 


sion with this move last year. 


wrestling, this is war, and if he 
can’t take it, let him go take up 
knitting or something. As far as 
I'm concerned, | didn’t do enough 
damage. Maybe next time I'll 
make sure his whole other ear 


comes off. And maybe his nose, 
too. And a lip or two. Couldn't 
make him any uglier than he 
already is!” 

The Vader-Cactus incident in 
Germany brings back memories 
of a famous event that took place 
in 1954 when Killer Kowalski— 
that era’s equal of Vader in brutal- 
ity—ripped part of Yukon Eric’s 


ae a 


The Wrestler 39 


Before and after: Yukon Eric, who lost 
most of his left ear to Killer Kowalski 
four decades ago. That incident made 
Kowalski the most feared man in the 
sport. The ramifications of the Cactus- 
Vader incident are yet to be fully felt. 
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ear during a match in Canada. 
The mutilation won Kowalski 
instant worldwide notoriety. 

“Best thing that ever happened 
to me,” Kowalski was once quoted 
as saying. “After that, everyone 
knew that if they were gonna start 
messing with me, they were in for 
some big-time trouble.” 

After the incident occurred in 
Munich, Jack skipped the rest of 
WCW’s European tour and imme- 
diately returned to Atlanta. Ac- 
cording to one federation physi- 
cian, he suffered greatly on the 
return flight. 

“The cabin pressurization took 
its toll, making a bad situation that 
much worse,” the physician re- 
ported. “Cactus was in tremen- 
dous pain, but he refused to take 
even a couple of aspirin to help. 
Amazing.” 

“| wanted to experience every 
iota of the pain that Vader caused 
me,” Cactus explained. “l wanted 


to live it, to know it inside and out, 
to feel it and have it burned into 
my soul and to remember it in a 
way that would never go away, 
especially when it-comes time to 
wrestle Vader again!” 

Some of the pain did, in fact, go 
away when the plane landed, but 
Cactus’ lust for revenge only con- 
tinued to grow. 

- “There is an old saying,” Cactus 
said, “and it’s never been truer 
than it is now: ‘Do unto others 
what they have done unto you,’ 
and Vader’s waiting to be done. 
He has a couple of ripe cauliflow- 
ers on the side of his head waiting 
to be picked, and I'd love to add at 
least one of them to my trophy 
case. For me, right now, that’s 
even more valuable than a cham- 
pionship belt!” 

WCW Commissioner Nick Bock- 
winkel said he would look poorly 
upon any further blatant attempts 
at injury by either wrestler. 


“If Mr. Jack wants to get re- 
venge, | suggest he do so by pin- 
ning Mr. Vader in the middle of the 
ring and embarrassing him that 
way,” Bockwinkel said. “Otherwise 
| will have no choice but to sus- 
pend any and all discussions of 
future matches between these two 
men and fine or suspend them. 
Perhaps both.” 

But Bockwinkel’s statement is 
likely to fall on deaf ears (pun 
intended). Jack smiled with per- 
verse glee when he was informed 
of the commissioner’s comments. 

“This is more than wins and 


losses, and has been for a long 
time,” he said. “This is the second 
time in less than a year that Vader 
has seriously injured me [the first 
was last April in Atlanta, when 
Vader power-bombed Cactus onto 
the concrete]. The commissioner 
knows the history of this feud. He 
also knows that this feud is far 
from over!” 

No matter what happens from 
here on in, WCW’s most violent 
rivalry will never be the same. 

“Vader's dead,” Jack warned. 
“Dead and deaf.” 

Vader ...can you hear him? 0 


Will Jack’s tag team partner, Maxx 
Payne, be the man who collects his 
friend’s bloody body bounty? 
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At last, it appears Luna Vachon 
is going after Alundra Blayze’s 
WWF World Women’s title. 
Will it.be worth the wait? She 
possibly has enough to beat 
Blayze, who has dominated the 


federation for months 


By V.J. Paterno 


strategy, forcing fans to whet their 
.. appetites for months in hopes, of a 
match against WWF .World Women’s 
champion Alundra Blayze, then the 
lethal little lady(?) from Quebec is 
even more devious than we suspected. 
But even if this, wasn’t Vachon’s 
plan from day one, it’s turned out per- 
fectly. For-while Luna was teaming 
with Bam Bam Bigelow’ against the 
clowning of Doink ard midget pal 
Dink, Aliindra Blayze has done every- 
thing to make fans forget the roguish 
heritage. She has cultivated for years 
as Madusa Miceli. The blonde from 
Minnesota is definitelY now a fan 
favorite, though it may not have been 
by choiée. : 
“She had to know there was simply 


|: THIS WAS Luna Vachon’s 


no way she could beat’Lunavat her 
é6wn gamé,” said Sherri Martel, who 
feudéd with Vachon for months in the 
WWE and has no love for Blayze, 
either.““Luna had claimed that territo- 
ry of ruleébreaking in the WWE. 
Women can be as crafty and devious 
as she is,"but no one—I repeat, no 
one—is as maniacal; as crazy as 
loonys 

“Take it from me. I had to reluc- 
tantly remodel myself somewhat as*a 
fan. favorite in the WWF. Otherwise, 
the promoters would’vébeen uninter- 
ested in me. Once I left the federation, 
I could again begin"to associate with 


.tulebreakefs, people‘mere-my speed. I 


bet Alundrashad to do the same thing. 
How else would you explain her name 
change? I’m sure she feels kind of 


Alundra Blayze had her way with with 
Leilani Kai practically from start to fin- 
ish at WrestleMania X. 


hemmed in. I know I would.” 

Blayze has always cast herself as 
someone more concerned with her 
athletic skills than how people per- 
ceive her. To quote her hit record in 
Japan, “Who’s REARS Or who’s 
Alundra? 

Some believe she’s trying to be 
what she isn’t, that’s who. Lex Luger 
without a flag. 

“She’s trying to reinvent herself as 
the all-American girl, darlin’,” said 
Fabulous Moolah, who had a 28-year 
run as World champion from 1956 
through 1984. “I think Alundra con- 
siders herself the Bonnie Blair of the 
ring,” referring to the speedskater who 
has won more gold medals than any 
other U.S. female Olympian in history. 

“But how many endorsements is 
Bonnie getting? Are they making a 
TV movie of her life?” Moolah asked 
thetorically. “No! She’s a great ath- 
lete, to be sure, but not very exciting. 
That’s what’s happened to Blayze, 
hon. By trying to make everyone love 
her—something I never concerned 
myself with when I wrestled—she’s 
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Blayze and Luna Vachon wrestled each other in 1991. Though neither dominated 
the series of matches, neither has forgotten the bitterness that grew throughout. 
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become uninteresting.” 

Uninteresting? That word never 
would have been associated with the 
Madusa who was The Dangerous 
Alliance’s director of covert opera- 
tions. This was a woman who color- 
fully used her wiles to get what she 
wanted, whether it be by seducing 
Sting in a harem suit or disguising 
herself as a security guard to embar- 
rass Nikita Koloff. 

At the start of her WWE career, 
the most colorful thing about Blayze 
was the metallic rainbow outfit she 


wore in her matches. Only recently 
has she given her new persona some 
personality. She stood up for Bret 
Hart, her fellow WWF World cham- 
pion, after Vachon slapped him on 
Shawn Michaels’ “Heartbreak Hotel” 
segment. 

Luna, at least, has been far more 
consistent. Like most young wrest- 
lers, she experimented with her per- 
sonality at the start of her career, and 
for a brief time was actually a fan 
favorite. But Luna soon rightly real- 
ized it went against the grain of the 
Vachon family heritage. Once she 
changed to rulebreaking, it fit her like 
a glove, and her performance rapidly 
improved. 

“Yes, Luna is bizarre, but it’s been 
said genius isn’t far removed from 


’ craziness,” WWF expert Thomas 


Pilliard said. “If she lost that edge, 
she’d be just another wrestler, in fact 
perhaps a bit below average. She’s 
smaller than most of her opponents. 
And while Luna has wrestling skills, 
her repertoire doesn’t strike fear into 
her foes. What does strike fear? Her 
attitude.” 

Blayze and Vachon are no strang- 
ers in the ring. They met several times 
in Florida and the Caribbean during 
1991, though neither dominated the 
series. Alundra towers over the 5'2” 
Luna by 7'/> inches and also is heav- 
ier and stronger. But where tenacity is 
concerned, Vachon is a giantess. 

“How would I foresee a match 
between those two?” Martel said. 
“It'd be a good one, that’s for sure. 
Alundra would try to defeat Luna 
with her athleticism, but Luna would 
counter with her intensity. Once she 
got on the attack, she’d never let go, 
like a small, fierce dog tugging at 
your leg. Alundra might be able to 
overcome that because she’s strong 
and smart, but she’d have a devil of a 
time doing it.” 

Moolah sees things much the same 
way. “Facing Luna’s a far cry from 
what Alundra’s seen since she joined 
the WWF, hon, and I’m not sure 
she'll be ready. Luna’s always on the 
offensive. You give her even the 
slightest of an opening, and she’s 


ready for the kill, dearie. If I’m 
Blayze, I make sure I’m in the best 
physical condition of my life.” 

In recent years, fans of women’s 
wrestling in North America have 
largely had to settle for tapes of ath- 
letic Japanese action. Now, a major 
federation has revived its women’s 
title, and its two most obvious con- 
tenders are expected to wage battles at 
last. Vachon remains an ally of Bam 
Bam Bigelow, but their feud with 
Doink and Dink has apparently run its 
course. Bigelow is expected to turn 
his attention to Hart. 

And for those who wondered why 
Vachon did not take part in the tour- 
nament to determine a women’s 
champion, or did not immediately 
challenge Blayze, just remember the 
old adage: Good things come to those 
who wait. And Luna has certainly 
waited. a) 


Vachon covers Miss Texas during a 1993 match in Memphis. Luna hails from a fam- 
ily of rulebreakers, and that heritage has been helpful throughout her career. 


While Blayze is much taller 
and stronger than Vachon, 
Luna’s tenacious,attitude 
makes her difficult to defeat. 
Both Sherri Martel and Fa- 
bulous Moolah say Alundra 
can’t afford to make any mis- 
takes. 
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Explore v with us the rich history of this sntoat Fae as we recall the sansiiant news 
stories at five-year intervals dating back a quarter of a century. 


JULY/AUGUST 


1969 


HE BATTLE BETWEEN The 

Sheik and Fred Blassie in Los 
Angeles’ Olympic Auditorium was 
called “The Bloodbath Of The 
Century” by ringside reporters. 
Perhaps the strangest occurrence 
of all were the cheers heard for 
Blassie, who until that time was 
the most hated wrestler in Cali- 
fornia history ... Tim Woods was 
saved from serious injury by tag 
team partner Sam Steamboat dur- 


Los Angeles fans used to hate Fred Blassie, but began to cheer him at the famed 
Olympic Auditorium during his battles against the despised Sheik. 
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ing a brutal match against Swede 
Hanson and Rip Hawk ... Hay- 
stacks Calhoun, 601 pounds, and 
Gorilla Monsoon, 480 pounds, 
wrestled in a stirring West Coast 
encounter. Monsoon won this bat- 
tle of super heavyweights ... Mad 
Dog Vachon and Pampero Firpo 
clashed in a war of madmen in 
Duluth, Minnesota. Fourteen are- 
nas had turned down this match, 
fearing their buildings would be 
destroyed ... NWA champion Dory 
Funk Jr. defeated Harley Race in 
a classic encounter in Lubbock, 
Texas. “Someday,” Race said 


U.S. champion Ray Stevens held on to 
his title at San Francisco’s Cow Palace. 


“The Crippler” won the two-hour 
marathon when Dr. Bill Miller injured 
his knee and could not continue. 


prophetically, “I'll beat that kid” ... 
U.S. champion Ray Stevens and 
challenger Dr. Bill Miller wrestled 
for nearly two hours in front of a 
capacity crowd at San Francisco's 
Cow Palace in a Texas death 
match. Stevens retained his title 
when Miller injured his knee and 
couldn’t continue ... World Wom- 
en’s champion Fabulous Moolah 
won 23 matches in the month of 
July. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Dory Funk 
Jr.; 2—Gene Kiniski; 3—Fritz Von 
Erich; 4—Mil Mascaras; 5—Eddie 
Graham; 6—Cowboy Bob Ellis; 
7—The Sheik; 8—Johnny Valen- 
tine; 9—Ernie Ladd; 10—Bob 
Geigel. 


AWA RATINGS: 1—Verne 
Gagne; 2—Harley Race; 3— 
Crusher; 4—Bruiser; 5—Bill 
Watts; 6—Blackjack Lanza; 7— 
Mighty Igor; 8—Mad Dog Vachon; 
9—Reg Parks; 10—Doug Gilbert. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bruno 
Sammartino; 2—Killer Kowalski; 
3—Gorilla Monsoon; 4—Prof. 
Toru Tanaka; 5—Edouard Car- 
pentier; 6—Miguel Perez; 7— 
George Steele; 8—Bull Ramos; 
9—Spiros Arion; 10—Victor Ri- 
vera. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Bruiser & 
Crusher; 2—Pepper Gomez & 
Pedro Morales; 3—Prof. Toru 
Tanaka & Mitsu Arakawa; 4— 
George Becker & Johnny Weaver; 
5—Kenji Shibuya & Haru Sasaki; 
6—Ole & Gene Anderson; 7—The 
Medics; 8—The Assassins; 9— 
Stan & Paul Vachon; 10—George 
& Sandy Scott. 


JULY/AUGUST 


1974 


WA WORLD CHAMPION 

Jack Brisco and former cham- 
pion Dory Funk Jr. wrestled in 
what many observers called the 
greatest match in 30 years. It went 
to the time limit, and Brisco 
retained his title ... Two ex-cham- 
pions, larley Race and Pat 
O'Connor, wrestled to a draw in 
St. Louis ... In an exclusive inter- 
view, Mrs. Jay Strongbow told Bill 
Apter she wanted her husband to 
quit wrestling. Jay said he would 
never leave his fans ... The 
biggest feud on the West Coast 
was John Tolos vs. Victor Rivera 
... WWF champion Bruno Sam- 
martino introduced his protege, 
Larry Zbyszko, to northeastern 
wrestling. The impressive Zbyszko 
would later be voted Rookie of the 
Year by the fans ... AWA champi- 


One of the great bouts of the era 
occurred in St. Louis in 1974, as NWA 
World champion Jack Brisco retained 
his title despite a strong challenge from 
former titleholder Dory Funk Jr. 


on Verne Gagne survived his 
most difficult month as champion, 
wrestling Superstar Graham, Billy 
Robinson, Ray Stevens, and Nick 
Bockwinkel 

George “The Animal” 
Steele was brought to 
the WWF by Capt. 
Lou Albano. Steele 
was unable to take 
the WWF belt from 
Sammartino ... Andre 
the Giant set a record 
for most victories in a 
month. He earned 35 
victories in July, some- 
times winning two 
bouts in a single night 
... Harley Race con- 
tinued his comeback 
by winning the Missouri State 
championship. He successfully 
turned back his first challenger, 
Dory Funk Jr. ... The match that 
had been in the making for 10 
years finally occurred—The Sheik 
vs. Dick the Bruiser. Bruiser won 
on a disqualification ... Japanese 


karate expert Strong Kobayashi 
signed with manager Fred 
Blassie, who immediately set up 
matches in the WWF. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Jack Bris- 
co; 2—Dory Funk Jr.; 3—Buddy 
Colt; 4—Terry Funk; 5—The 
Sheik; 6—Tim Woods; 7—Moon- 
dog Mayne; 8—Harley Race; 9— 
Mr. Wrestling Il; 10—Bruiser. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Verne 
Gagne; 2—Billy Robinson; 3— 
Ivan Putski; 4—Ray Stevens; 5— 
Superstar Graham; 6—Nick Bock- 
winkel; 7—Crusher; 8—Wahoo 
McDaniel; 9—Ken Patera; 10— 
Greg Gagne. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bruno Sam- 
martino; 2—Pedro Morales; 3— 
Chief Jay Strongbow; 4—Strong 
Kobayashi; 5—Killer Kowalski; 6— 
Nikolai Volkoff; 7—Gorilla Mon- 
soon; 8—Haystacks Calhoun; 9— 
Tony Garea; 10—Dean Ho. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Jim & John 
Valiant; 2—Tony Marino & Bobo 


Victor Rivera executes a flying steamroller against John 
Tolos during this match from the Olympic in L.A. 


Brazil; 3—Crusher & Billy Rob- 
inson; 4—Ray Stevens & Nick 
Bockwinkel; 5—Porkchop Cash & 
Manuel Soto; 6—Jose Lothario & 
Mil Mascaras; 7—The Anderson 
Brothers; 8—Tony Garea & Dean 
Ho; 9—Goliath & Black Gordman; 
10—The Fabulous Kangaroos. 
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JULY/AUGUST 


1979 


USTY RHODES WON the 

NWA World title in Tampa, 
Florida, pinning Harley Race after 
delivering three straight bionic 
elbowsmashes. Five days later, 
before the scheduled rematch with 
Race in Orlando, Rhodes’ right 
arm was broken in a vicious 
sneak-attack by Terry Funk, the 
former champion. Funk, wearing 
street clothes, snuck into the ring 
and whipped Rhodes with his 
leather belt. With Dusty flat on his 
back, Funk climbed to the top 
turnbuckle and kneedropped the 
champion’s right arm. After chas- 
ing Funk out of the ring, Race 
approached Dusty and gave him 
the opportunity to reschedule the 


Dusty Rhodes celebrates his first NWA World title, won 
from Harley Race in 1979. Race got his revenge five 
days later, defeating Rhodes after the new champion 
was assaulted by Terry Funk. 
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match. Rhodes, not wanting to 
disappoint the capacity crowd, 
bravely wrestled with the broken 
arm and lost ... Paul Jones and 
Baron Von Raschke regained the 
NWA tag team title from Ric Flair 
and Blackjack Mulligan ... Dick 
Murdoch won the Missouri title 
from Bruiser ... Jimmy Snuka, 


managed by Buddy Rogers, suc- 


cessfully defended his U.S. title in 
a rugged battle with Tim “Mr. 
Wrestling” Woods ... Tommy Rich 
demanded a cage match with Ole 
Anderson ... WWF champion Bob 
Backlund used an atomic spine- 
crusher to turn back the challenge 
of Jimmy Valiant ... Incredibly, 
Texas fans named Bruiser Brody 
over Mil Mascaras, Wahoo 
McDaniel, and the Von Erichs as 
one of the state’s most popular 
men ... Killer Khan and King 
Curtis made an un- 
successful bid for the 
Florida tag team. title 
held by Steve Keirn 
and Jim Garvin ... 
After defeating Pat 
Patterson in a non- 
title match, Bruno 
Sammartino called 
the WWF North Amer- 
ican champion “one 
of the toughest guys 
=| | have ever wrestled” 

. Although there 
was no noticeable 
change in his ring 
style, Mad Dog Va- 
chon was cheered by 
the fans for his deci- 
sion to team with 
Verne Gagne and 
wrestle AWA rule- 
breakers Paul 
Ellering won a pose- 
down with Jesse 
Ventura ... The Spoil- 
er was disqualified 


Bruiser Brody (jumping atop Stan 
Stasiak in Houston) was a rulebreaker, 
but Texas fans loved him anyway. 


against Kevin Von Erich for refus- 
ing to release his brain claw. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Harley 
Race; 2—Dusty Rhodes; 3—Terry 
Funk; 4—Jimmy Snuka; 5—Killer 
Kox; 6—Ric Flair; 7—Ken Patera; 
8—Mr. Wrestling Il; 9—Dick 
Murdoch; 10—Rick Steamboat. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick Bock- 
winkel; 2—Billy Robinson; 3— 
Verne Gagne; 4—Greg Gagne; 
5—Mad Dog Vachon; 6—Super 
Destroyer Il; 7—Bill Dundee; 8— 
Jesse Ventura; 9—Jerry Lawler; 
10—Crusher. F 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bob Back- 
lund; 2—Swede Hanson; 3— 
Bobby Duncum; 4—Pat Patterson; 
5—Greg Valentine; 6—lvan Put- 
ski; 7—Chief Jay Strongbow; 8— 
Ted DiBiase; 9—Nikolai Volkoff; 
10—Bulldog Brower. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Paul Jones & 
Baron Von Raschke; 2—Johnny & 
Jerry Valiant; 3—Verne Gagne & 
Mad Dog Vachon; 4—Steve Keirn 
& Jim Garvin; 5—Ole Anderson & 
Ivan Koloff; 6—John Studd & Ken 
Patera; 7—Spoiler & Mark Lewin; 
8—Bugsy McGraw & Thor the 
Viking; 9—Ron & Robert Fuller; 
10—Wayne Farris & Larry Latham. 


JULY/AUGUST 


1984 


NE OF THE longest 

streaks in professional 
sports history came to an end 
when Wendi Richter defeated 
Fabulous Moolah for the WWF 
World Women’s championship at 
Madison Square Garden. Moolah 
had held the title since 1956! ... 
Days after entering the AWA, The 
Road Warriors crushed Crusher 


Hawk puts his foot down on Baron Von 
Raschke. It didn’t take long for The 
Road Warriors to capture the AWA 
World tag team belts from the Baron 
and Crusher. ; 


and Baron Von Raschke to cap- 
ture the World tag team belts. In 
July, Ronnie Garvin and Jerry 
Oates had upset the Warriors for 
the National tag title ... Following 
an incident in which Hercules 
Hernandez hit Sonny King with a 
2x4 and dislocated his shoulder, 
Mid-South officials implemented a 
rule stating that there would be a 
$10,000 fine to any man who 
brings a 2x4, a chain, or a tennis 
racket into the ring. The banning 
of tennis rackets was clearly 
aimed at Jim Cornette ... The 
Roddy Piper-Jimmy Snuka feud 


reached its climax 
when Snuka missed 
Piper with a “Sup- 
erfly” leap and fell 
through the ropes. 
Piper then attacked 
Snuka with a chair 
and severely injured 
his neck ... After de- 
feating Rick Rude ina 
“pole strap” match, 
Jerry Lawler pile- 
drived Rude’s valet, 
Angel ... Mike Von 
Erich won his first 
major title by defeat- 
ing Gino. Hernandez 
for the American 
championship ... Ron 
Bass beat Angelo 
Mosca Jr. to win the 
Mid-Atlantic title. Days 
earlier, Bass and 
Black Bart had won 
the Mid-Atlantic tag 
belts in a tournament 
... The Spoiler defeat- | 
ed Brad Armstrong to 
win the National title, 
but.lost it to Ted Di- 
Biase two weeks later 

. Saying he was 
tired of getting passed over for title 
shots, Chris Adams took on Gary 
Hart as his adviser and mentor. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Ric Flair; 
2—Wahoo McDaniel; 3—Ted 
DiBiase; 4—Harley Race; 5— 
Kerry Von Erich; 6—Dusty 
Rhodes; 7—Pistol Pez Whatley; 
8—Scott McGhee; 9—Mike Von 
Erich; 10—Ron Bass. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Rick Mar- 
tel; 2—Mr. Saito; 3—Nick Bock- 
winkel; 4—Tony Atlas; 5—Jumbo 
Tsuruta; 6—Billy Robinson; 7— 
Bruiser Brody; 8—Jim Brunzell; 
9—Brad Rheingans; 10—Greg 
Gagne. 


WWF RATINGS: 1—Hulk 


Mike Von Erich grabs Gino Hernandez off the top rope 
en route to winning his only World Class American title. 
Hernandez won back the belt a month later. 


Hogan; 2—Tito Santana; 3—Greg 
Valentine; 4—John Studd; 5—Sgt. 
Slaughter; 6é—Jimmy Snuka; 7— 
Bob Backlund; 8—Roddy Piper; 
9—Ken Patera; 10—The Iron 
Sheik. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Road 
Warriors; 2—Ivan Koloff & Don 
Kernodle; 3—Steve Keirn & Stan 
Lane; 4—Dick Murdoch & Adrian 
Adonis; 5—Chavo & Hector 
Guerrero; 6—lceman Parsons & 
Buck Zumhofe; 7—Dennis Con- 
drey & Bobby Eaton; 8—Rick 
Morton & Robert Gibson; 9— 
Ronnie Garvin & Jerry Oates; 
10—Dusty Rhodes & Blackjack 
Mulligan. 
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1989 


RN ANDERSON AND Tully 


Blanchard—The Brain- 
busters—won the WWF World tag 
team title by defeating Demolition 
in a best-of-three-falls match in 
Worcester, Massachusetts ... 
NWA World champ Ric Flair got 
revenge on Terry Funk by pinning 
him at the Great American Bash. 
Funk and The Great Muta 
attacked Flair afterward, but Sting 
rescued him ... The Ultimate 
Warrior defeated Rick Rude for 
the Intercontinental title at 
SummerSlam. Rude had been 
distracted by Roddy Piper, who 
came to ringside and mooned him 
... lvan Koloff won his first heavy- 
weight title since 1984 when he 
beat Invader | for the WWC title ... 
Legendary Japanese wrestler 
Antonio Inoki was elected to the 


Slaughter for striking the initial referee. 


ir pace? 
j 
Er 


Sgt. Slaughter had seemingly won the AWA title from 
Larry Zbyszko, but AWA officials later disqualified 


= feated Cactus Jack 
in 12 seconds ina 
loser-leaves-town 
match in Dallas ... 
The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express reunited 
after a brief time 
apart and targeted 
Brickhouse Brown 
and Iceman Par- 
sons Robin 
Green, Rick Stein- 
er’s girlfriend, un- 
derwent a radical 


Arn Anderson and Tully Blanchard had most of their suc- transformation, sud- 


cess in the NWA, but they also won the WWF World tag 
team title in 1989 when, as The Brainbusters, they defeat- 
ed Demolition in a best-of-three-falls match. 


Japanese House of Councilors ... 
Ronnie Garvin was reinstated as a 
WWF wrestler by President Jack 
Tunney. Garvin had been working 
as a referee since losing a retire- 
ment match to Greg Valentine. 
Tunney had suspended him from 
Officiating after Gar- 
vin struck Greg 
Valentine during a 
match with Jimmy 
Snuka Sgt. 
Slaughter appeared 
to win the AWA title 
from Larry Zbyszko 
on July 8 when an 
alternate referee 
called for the bell as 
Slaughter clamped 
on his cobra clutch. 
AWA President Joe 
Blanchard later dis- 
qualified Slaughter 
I for striking the origi- 
nal official ... Owen 
Hart came to Davey 
Boy Smith’s rescue 
in Calgary, saving 
him from an attack 
by Dynamite Kid 
and Johnny Smith 
... Eric Embry de- 


denly becoming a 
raving beauty look- 
ing much like Fallen 
Angel, Kevin Sullivan’s former 
valet. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Ric Flair; 
2—Lex Luger; 3—Terry Funk; 4— 
Sting; 5—The Great Muta; 6— 
Tommy Rich; 7—Steve Williams; 
8—Mike Rotundo; 9—Rick Stein- 
er; 10—Brian Pillman. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Larry 
Zbyszko; 2—Greg Gagne; 3—Sgt. 
Slaughter; 4—Sheik Adnan Al- 
Kaissie; 5—Akio Sato; 6—Jonnie 
Stewart; 7—Paul Diamond; 8— 
Derrick Dukes; 9—Baron Von 
Raschke; 10—Ken Patera. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Hulk 
Hogan; 2—Ultimate Warrior; 3— 
Randy Savage; 4—Rick Rude; 
5—Brutus Beefcake; 6—Dusty 
Rhodes; 7—Hacksaw Duggan; 
8—Jimmy Snuka; 9—Curt Hennig; 
10—Ted DiBiase. 

TAG TEAMS: i—Tully Blan- 
chard & Arn Anderson; 2— 
Michael Hayes & Jim Garvin; 3— 
The Road Warriors; 4—De- 
molition; 5—The Samoan Swat 
Team; 6—The Bushwhackers; 7— 
The Hart Foundation; 8—The 
Midnight Express; 9—Mike Enos 
& Wayne Bloom; 10—Mark Starr 
& Chris Champion. Oo 
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It’s time for RODDY 
PIPER to get rowdy 
again! 


Ten master 
rulebreakers 
reveal how to 
cheat and get 
away with it 


PLUS ... 
Blunder In Paradise: A cynical writer 
asks—will HULK HOGAN ever stop 
embarrassing himself? ... Can JIM 
CORNETTE resuscitate THE HEAVENLY 
BODIES? ... A walk down Badstreet or 
down memory lane? THE FREEBIRDS 
reunite ... THE BUSHWHACKERS: “We're 
kicking back—and kicking butt!” ... 
PAUL E. dials 911—and makes the right 
connection! 
All this—and much more!— 
in the August 1994 issue of Inside Wrestling 


Check out our 
incredible magazine- 
within-a-magazine 
offering 
comprehensive 
coverage of 
WRESTLEMANIA X 


WCW World 
champion HULK 
HOGAN: How it 

would change 
the sport 


PLUS... 

Is BOBBY HEENAN secretly managing 
RICK RUDE? ... WWF fans beg 
promoters: Bring back “ROWDY” RODDY 
PIPER! ... Welcome back, CAPT. LOU, 
we missed ya! ... TAMMY FYTCH gets the 
wrestling itch and KIMBERLY’S 
ready to scratch! ... 
Spectacular action photographs from 
important WWF 
and WCW cards. 

All this—and much more!—in the Summer 
1994 issue of Wrestle America 


Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This very 
insightful book is written by two professionals in 
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this country including the NWA, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get various jobs and what your 
chances are, and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to Know. » Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling * Lists addresses of all 
U.S. promotions and wrestling schools + Tells 
where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & UK. 


Updated 1994 Edition Now Shipping! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 

Price of book is only $15, including postage. 


Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


Even though Randy Savage has worn the WWF World title belt, his win over Crush 


at WrestleMania X is viewed by Ray Lorenzo as one the biggest of his career. 


‘SAVAGE COMEBACK 


Even though Randy Savage is 
a former WWF World and Inter- 
continental champion and has 
wrestled in plenty of big matches 
through the years, | think one of 
his most important wins came at 
WrestleMania X. If he had been 
soundly beaten by Crush in that 
falls-count-anywhere match, he 
would have been in deep trouble. | 
think his career would have 
essentially ended had he lost. 

“Macho Man” still mentions 


every now and then that he would 
like to “three-peat” and become a 
three-time World champion. | 
doubt he ever would have re- 
ceived another title shot had he 
not proven he could deal with the 
big Hawaiian. When Savage was 
at his best, there was no one in 
wrestling tougher and no one with 
more heart. | wouldn't be sur- 
prised at all if he became a cham- 
pion again soon. 

RAY LORENZO 

Sunnyvale, CAG 


Cover-dated September 1994, the 15th 
anniversary issue of PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED goes on sale June 14. Join 
us as we retrace the fabulous history of 

the sport through the PW/ years and 
see how PW/ established itself as the - 
top wrestling magazine in the field. 
Special features! More pages! More 
color! Avoid a newsstand sellout and 
grab your copy early! 


wil TOBRMISSED! Seeger 
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Douglas in Devon, Pennsylvania, 
as the result of an eight-man tag 
team steel cage match (for more 
details on the bout, see “Cor- 
respondents Reports” on page 
14). On the same card, ECW TV 
champ J.T. Smith got a tough 
break: He injured his knee severe- 
ly enough that it required surgery. 
Smith had won the TV title a few 


(Continued from page 7) 


weeks before from Tasmaniac 
and was wrestling better than 
ever. 

“Dirty White Boy” Tony An- 
thony is wrestling as well as he 
ever has in Smoky Mountain. The 
SMW champ held off former titlist 
Brian Lee in a series of rematch- 
es, then faced a bizarre chal- 
lenger in Prince Kharis. The 


If Smoky Mountain had a seniors division, 300,000-year-old mummy Prince Kharis 
would stand a good chance of winning. This guy doesn’t have to worry about taping 
his wrists or ankles before a bout! 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 


300,000-year-old mummy, whose 
finishing hold is a cobra clutch, 
wrestled well against Anthony, but 
ultimately went down to defeat in 
each match. 

You can call Lee’s manager, 
Tammy Fytch, whatever you 
want (believe me, I’ve heard peo- 
ple call her some pretty nasty 
names), but you can’t say she 
isn't smart. If you saw any of the 
mixed tag team matches pitting 
Fytch and Lee against Anthony 
and “Dirty White Girl” Kimberly, 
you know Fytch stood little chance 
of winning a feud with Kimberly in 
the ring. That's why she hired the 
brawny Peggy Lee Leather as 
her bodyguard and has her taking 
on Kimberly in the ring. 

| had mixed feelings when | 
heard The Heavenly Bodies lost 
the loser-leaves-SMW match to 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. | 
never cared for their tactics, but 
they are a great team. We'll see 
them in the WWF, Japan, and 
independents. 

lf you were a fan of the old 
AWA, you'll be glad to hear that 
another promotion, World Tele- 
vision Wrestling, is getting started 
in Minnesota. WTW will promote 
cards throughout the Midwest, 
and has already signed a lot of top 
talent, including The Road 
Warriors, Jimmy Snuka, Honky 
Tonk Man, Zeus, Baron Von 
Raschke, Mr. Saito, and Greg 
Valentine. Good luck to all 
involved. 

Steve Anderson, whose politi- 
cal cartoons usually appear within 
these pages, is slowly recovering 
from injuries suffered in an auto 
accident. We expect to see his 
fine work again next month. 

That’s what’s happening, fans. 
See you at the matches! Dp 


The WWF's problems aren't as 
pressing on the singles side. Its 
top four or five wrestlers match 
anything in WCW, although WCW 
has a big edge in overall depth 
(reversing a trend that stood for 
nearly a decade). The biggest 
problem for the WWF is that when 
its tag team wrestlers enter the 
ring, most of the fans in the build- 
ing head for the refreshment 
stands. (Come to think of it, may- 
be that’s the idea.) 

Looking over the March 1994 
issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, | 
see that the Steiners were the Tag 
Team of the Year for 1993, but 
they temporarily left before return- 
ing recently. Money Inc. was the 
second runner-up. DiBiase and 
Irwin R. Schyster are gone, too, 
though perhaps they may pair up 
again in 1995 if DiBiase has 
recovered from injuries suffered in 
Japan. Before 1993, the WWF 
hadn't had a Tag Team of the 
Year since 1989, when Tully 
Blanchard and Arn Anderson 
moved over from the NWA and 
dominated. 

For the most part, tag teams 
have been the most gimmicky 
aspect of the WWF. Men on a Mis- 
sion, The Bushwhackers, and The 
Headshrinkers all fit perfectly into 
the WWF's circus atmosphere. 
And how about Doink and Dink, 
who wrestled in that embarrassing 
mixed tag team match at 
WrestleMania X? 

The solution for the WWF is a 
full-scale recruiting drive aimed at 
attracting existing tag teams who 
either need a change of scenery 
or might do better in the WWF 
than they’re doing elsewhere. 

The selling point: Come here, 
because the money’s good and 


NO HOLDS BARRED 


(Continued from page 8) 


you might win a title. 

I've identified several tag teams 
that WWF headhunters might want 
to target: 

1. Marcus Alexander Bagwell 
& 2 Cold Scorpio. 
Young and talent- 
ed, Bagwell and 
Scorpio have had 
trouble getting over 
the hump in WCW 
and frustration has 
set in. Although 
patience is a vir- 
tue, there’s no rea- 
son for them to 
wait. I’d make 
them heavy favo- 
rites over The Que- 
becers, Men ona 
Mission, and The 
Bushwhackers. 
Bagwell and Sco- 
rpio could outwres- 
tle any team in the 
WWF. 

2. The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express. | 
hate Rick Morton 
and Robert Gibson, 
but they'd add a lit- 
tle excitement to 
the WWF, espe- 
cially with Jim Cor- 
nette working on 
the perimeter. The Rock 'n’ Rolls 
are old and past their prime, but 
that’s okay in the WWF. 

3. The Heavenly Bodies. Re- 
cently kicked out of SMW, the 
Bodies are looking for a perma- 
nent place of residence. There 
have been rumors it may be the 
WWF, where they’ve already 
wrestled several times. This time, 
Cornette should have Tom Prich- 
ard and Jim Del Ray concentrate 
on winning the WWF belts. 


4. Paul Roma & Paul Orn- 
dorff. I'm convinced the two Pauls 
could not only win the WWF World 
tag team title, but become 1994’s 
Tag Team of the Year if they cam- 


2 Cold Scorpio (kicking Nasty Boy Jerry Sags) and Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell have starred in WCW, but they've been 
neglected there lately. The talented twosome would be 
instant title contenders in the WWF. 


paigned in the WWF. They remind 
me of Anderson and Blanchard. 
They're tough, they can wrestle, 
and they’re hungry to win. In addi- 
tion, Roma and Orndorff are no 
strangers to the WWF. 

There’s four, and there might 
even be more out there. Take 
these four teams, put them in the 
WWF, and all of a sudden the 
whole picture changes. Let’s hope 
the WWF has been paying atten- 
tion. oO 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


reversed Del Ray's attempted 
power bomb into a “Frankensteiner.” 

In other bouts: Killer Kyle beat 
Anthony Michaels ... Lance Storm 
defeated Timothy Well ... Tracey 
Smothers beat Chris Candido in a 
ladder match ... Jim Cornette & 
Bruiser Bedlam defeated Bob 
Armstrong in a handicap match ... 
Tony Anthony & “Dirty White Girl” 
Kimberly defeated Brian Lee & 
Tammy Fytch. : 


Telford, England (Correspona- 
ent—Robert Townes): Kwang the 
Ninja’s martial arts skills make him 
a dangerous opponent for anyone 
he faces. Although he had looked 
good against preliminary competi- 
tion in the WWF, he struggled 
against tougher foes such as 
Tatanka and Lex Luger. 


PRO 
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Text Version: $29.95 
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PO Box 2753 - Shawnee Mission,. , 
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MG/VISA accepted via phone. 
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Kwang got a chance to turn his 
luck around when he faced veter- 
an Koko B. Ware on the WWF's 
tour of England. The martial arts 
master aggressively went after 
Ware with a brutal series of chops 
and kicks. Koko did his best to 
use his advantage in quickness 
and agility to keep his mysterious 
opponent off balance. He even 
went to the air a couple of times 
and knocked down Kwang, but 
could never get him down for the 
pin. : 

After about 10 minutes of 
action, Kwang turned the momen- 
tum. of the match in his favor, 
caught Ware with a reverse spin- 
ning kick, and got the three-count. 

In other bouts: Diesel pinned 
The Kid ... Jeff Jarrett pinned 
Doink the Clown ... Earthquake 
defeated Irwin R. 
Schyster ... Bam 
Bam Bigelow beat 
Tatanka ... WWF 
World tag team 
champions The Que- 
becers defeated 
Men.on a Mission 

WWF_ World 
champion Bret Hart 
pinned Owen Hart. 


Devon, PA (Cor- 
respondent—Sean 
Ritchmond): ECW 
took its special 
brand of mayhem to 
the Philadelphia f 
suburbs and held a 


card at the Valley Rocco Rock reacts to a suplex by Tasmaniac during a 
a y frantic ECW tag team steel cage match in suburban 
Philadelphia. Rock’s team won the bout, which also saw 


Forge Music. Fair. 


were the first two in the ring. Tas- 
maniac used a tree branch, while 
Rock countered with a lead pipe. 
They brawled outside the ring, but 
eventually made it inside the cage. 

Once all eight wrestlers made it 
into the ring, they used chairs, a 
trash bag full of cans, and an ash- 
tray stand to batter one another. 
Some of the wrestlers hit each 
other with cans from the trash 
bags; soda was flying every- 
where—even onto some of the 
fans in the first few rows! The bout 
ended when Hughes and Douglas 
put a sack over Funk’s head, hit 
him with a chair, and Douglas 
pinned him. Because of a pre- 
match stipulation, Douglas took 
home the ECW title. 

In other bouts: Crash the 
Terminator pinned Pit Bull Psycho 


One, of the after- Shane Douglas take the heavyweight title from Terry Funk. 


noon’s best match- 
es was a tag team steel cage 
match: The Public Enemy, Shane 


‘Douglas, and Mr. Hughes faced 


Terry Funk, Tasmaniac, Kevin 
Sullivan, and Road Warrior Hawk 
in a match where all weapons 
were legal. 

Rocco Rock and Tasmaniac 


Mike ... 911 pinned Donn E. Allen, 
Hack Myers, and Blue Max in a 
handicap match ... J.T. Smith beat 
The Rockin’ Rebel ... The Bruise 
Brothers beat Pat Tanaka & Paul 
Diamond ... Tommy Cairo beat 
The Sandman.... Jimmy Snuka 
beat Tommy Dreamer. oO 
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A: 


“T don’t know if I can answer 
that question,” replied Hogan. 
“That’s up to all the wrestling 
fans out there to decide. Let me 
tell you, brother, I'll let my 
record speak for itself. No one 
was more dominant in the 1980s 
and ’90s than I was. I didn’t 
back down from anyone. Every 
challenger who came my way, I 
looked him straight in the eye 
and faced him like a man, be- 
cause I knew all those little 
Hulkamaniacs out there were 
countin’ on me. I respect Ric 
Flair and all his accomplish- 
ments, but I don’t always see 
eye-to-eye with the brother. And 
Ric Flair never beat me for the 
WWE title. If we meet some- 
where down the line in WCW, I 
think I’d beat him for the WCW 
belt. If that happens, brother, 
who’s gonna say I’m not better 
than the ‘Nature Boy’?” 
KE 

“T have a question for Rod Price: 
You were embarrassed by Chris 
Adams last year when he tore out 
your hair weave. Any plans for re- 
venge on ‘Gentleman’ Chris?”— 
Kevin Tilden, Garland, TX 
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once, cage matches, war matches, or create your 


own style of match ¢ Add wrestler’s, rate 
yourself and your friends! 


ORDER TODAY! Mail check or money order for $39.95 each. 


You may call in and order with VISA or Master Card. 
Please add $3.00 for shipping and handling. 


For more information, call or write for a free brochure. 


1-800-477-7032 
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A: 


Q: 


YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 16) 


“For now, beating him for his 
precious Global title is enough,” 
replied Price. “‘It was great to 
see Adams lying on the mat in 
Dallas after my good friend 
Brandon Baxter hit him with a 
stun gun and I pinned him to 
take his belt. What he did to me 
last year was completely un- 
called for. It’s such a joke that 
fans are stupid enough to call 
him ‘Gentleman.’ He’s as dirty 
as any wrestler I’ve ever faced. 
If he’s dumb enough to request 
a rematch, that will be my 
chance to completely embar- 
rass him. After I do that, he’ll 
probably take the next flight 
back to England.” 
Age 

“My question is for 2 Cold 
Scorpio and Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell: There are many good 
tag teams in WCW right now. 
Are you guys afraid you'll be 
passed over for title shots against 
The Nasty Boys?”—Donnie 
Lincoln, Parsons, KS 


: “That’s a concern every tag 


team has at some point,” said 
Bagwell. “I mean, me and 
Scorp have been around for a 
while and teams like Cactus 
Jack and Maxx Payne, or 
Kevin and Eyad Sullivan, are 
starting to get noticed. We just 
have to keep on winning and 
show promoters we are capable 
of beating Sags and Knobs. 
You probably remember that 
we did beat the Nastys last 
October. It still gets to me that 
they had to cheat to get the 
belts back. But me and Scorp 
do our best to never lose sight 
of our goal, and that’s to get 
the World tag title back. We 
can’t worry about how good or 
bad our rival teams are doing. 
If we win consistently, the title 
matches will always be there 
for us.” 


Q: 


A: 


Marcus Alexander Bagwell says he 
and 2 Cold Scorpio are concerned 
they may be passed over for 
matches against WCW World tag 
team champions The Nasty Boys. 
However, Bagwell adds the team 
must focus on its own performance. 


“T have a question for Brian 
Christopher: Why is it that you 
and Jerry Lawler hate Eddie and 
Doug Gilbert so much?”—Craig 
Carson, Bartlett, TN 

“Tt’s because they pretend to be 
something they aren’t,” answer- 
ed Christopher. “Eddie has this 
idea in his head that he’s the 
best to ever wrestle in Memphis. 
Where he ever came up with 
that, I have no idea. Jerry’s a 
legend in Memphis. He’s earned 
the respect of the fans after all 
the great matches and victories 
he has given them over the 
years. All Eddie Gilbert has 
done is cause trouble, and now 
he has Doug helping him out. I 
guess Doug has gone after me 
because he knows I’m on Jerry’s 
side all the way. No matter what 
those Gilberts say, there’s no 
way they will ever be considered 
the best in Memphis. Hopefully, 
if we beat them enough, we can 
finally pound that through their 
thick skulls.” o 


hn SSS Oo —————Ss 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


November 1985/Stories include: Hogan, 
Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Omdorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

June 1986/Stories include: Luger, 
Hernandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Fantastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody, 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Bome & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 

March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 
Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Windham, 
Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch, 

duly 1987/Stories include: Comette, Hyatt, 
Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 

August 1987/Stories include; Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
November 1987/Stories include: Williams, 
Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 

December 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake, 
January 1988/Stories include Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 

March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, Luger- 


Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 


May 1988/Stories include; Horsemen, 


Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase, 


June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Fialr, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham+-Luger split, Demolition, Lawer, Ellering, 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Midnight 
Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 

January 1989/Stories include: Kevin Von, 
Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 

February 1989/Stories include: Warriors, 
Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy, 

March 1989/Stories include: Jarrett, Flalr, 
Jake-Andre, Bigelow-Windham. 

April 1989/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Warriors, Andre, Hogan-Savage. 

May 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 
July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Hogan- 
Bravo, Flair-Steamboat, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair- 
Funk, Piper, Demolition, Zeus: 

October 1989/Stories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, Hayes. 
November 1989/Stories include: Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Flair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include; Muta- 
Sting, Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 

January 1990/Stories include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Am. 

February 1990/Stories include: Sting- 
Luger, Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown. 
March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, Flair- 
Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 

April 1990/Stories include; Hogan, Luger, 
Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 

May 1990/Stories include: Sting & Ultimate, 
Bossman, Von Erichs, Hogan. 


dune 1990/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rockers, Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 
July 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
August 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Embry, Demolition, Doom. 
September 1990/Stories include: Ultimate, 
Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 

October 1990/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Lugar & 
Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 
February 1991/Stories include: Sting- 
Vicious, Muta-Steamboat, Warrior, Hogan, 
March 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Warrior, Piper, Comette, Steiners. 

April 1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBiase, 
Skyscrapers, Luger, Zenk. 

May 1991/Stories include: Hogan- 
Slaughter, Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo. 

June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Nastys, 
Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 

July 1991/Stories include: Flair-Fujinami, 
Nastys, Sleiners, Savage. 

August 1991/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig, Poffo. 

September 1991/Stories include: Steiners 
vs. Sting & Luger, LOD, Cactus. 
November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 

December 1991/Stories include: Flair- 
Hogan, Beverlys, Sting-Luger. 

January 1992/Stories include: LOD, Badd, 
Hughes, Roberts, Gossett. 

February 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 

March 1992/Stories include: Pillman, WWF 
title, Rude, Mountie-Hart. 

April 1992/Stories include: Bearer, WCW 
magic, Hennig & Flair, LPWA. 

May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Anderson 
& Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA. 


June 1992/Stories include: Flair-Hogan- 
Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegas. 

July 1992/Stories include: Rude, LOD, 
Madusa, Monsoon, Nurse Vanessa. 
August 1992/Stories include: Warrior, 
Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting, 
September 1992/Stories include: LOD, 
Repo vs, Crush, Kleen, Freebirds. 
October 1992/Stories include: Bulldog & 
Warrior, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 
November 1992/Stories include: Crush, 
Reed, Hennig, Sting, Rogers. 

December 1992/Stories include: Hogan, 
Roberts, Simmons, Rock 'n' Rolls. 
January 1993/Stories include: Ramon- 
Savage, Sting-Roberts, Disasters. 
February 1993/Stories include; Hart, Rick 
Steiner, Backlund, Austin. 

April 1993/Stories include: What's in/out, 
Ramon, Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka. 
June 1993/Stories include: Sting-Vader, 
Doink & Christopher, Steiners, Lawler, 
July 1993/Stories include: Smith-Vader, 
Ramon, Rhodes, Tatanka, Bravo murder. 
August 1993/Stories include: Hogan- 
Yokozuna, Jarrett, Vicious, Hart, Payne. 
September 1993/Stories include: Ramon, 
Steiners, Simmons, Hart, Sting & Davey Boy. 
October 1993/Stories include; Vader & 
Vicious, SummerSlam lists, sHart-Lawler, 
November 1993/Stories include: Rude-Fiair, 
Hogan, Luger, Jannetty, Bodies, Power Bombs, 
December 1993/Stories include: Luger, 
Sting & Flair, Fytch, Luna, Austin. 
January 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rude-Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Comette. 
February 1994/Stories include: Vicious & 
Am, Yokozuna, Vader-Cactus, steroids. 
April 1994/Stories include: Hogan, Savage- 
Crush, Flair, Blayze, Adams, Boss, 

May 1994/Stories include: Royal Rumble, 
Hulk minus bulk, Boss, Douglas-Shem. 
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Every month, The Wrestler will comb 

through its extensive photo files and shine its 
spotlight on an outstanding wrestler, manager, 
or tag team. We'll present unforgettable 


highlights in the action-packed careers 
of the sport's greatest stars, culled from 


the most extensive photographic archives 


anywhere in the wrestling world! 


RODDY PIPER 


OME OF THE loudest 
cheers at WrestleMania 


X were reserved for a 
man who didn’t even com- 
pete. Roddy Piper was chos- 
en as the special referee for 
the Yokozuna-Bret Hart 
WWE World title match. 

Fans haven't always loved 
Piper; he was voted Most 
Hated Wrestler of the Year in 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated in 
1984 and ‘85. A decade ear- 
lier, he made his pro debut. 
Larry Hennig pinned the 16- 
year-old Glasgow, Scotland, 
native in 10 seconds. 

Piper improved quickly in 
the next few years, captur- 
ing several regional titles. He 
became one of wrestling’s most 
controversial figures when he was 
hired as a color commentator 
alongside Gordon Solie on TBS. 

“The Rowdy Scot” later wres- 
tled in the Mid-Atlantic area, 
where he targeted the House of 
Humperdink; he won his first 
major title in 1981 by defeating 
Ric Flair for the U.S, belt. His sec- 
ond U.S. title victory came against 
Greg Valentine in April 1983; he 
lost it two weeks later when the 
referee stopped the bout because 
Valentine had seriously injured 
Piper's left ear. 
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Piper's next stop was the WWF, 
where he managed Paul Orndorff 
and David Shultz and hosted the 
“Piper's Pit’. interview segment. 
He shocked everyone when he 
smashed guest Jimmy Snuka’s 
head with a coconut. A brutal feud 
ensued. 

“Rowdy” Roddy hired Bob Orton 
as a bodyguard to help him in that 
feud. One of Piper’s next targets 
was Capt. Lou Albano. He inter- 
rupted a December 1984 ceremo- 
ny at Madison Square Garden and 
broke a music award over the 
manager's head, then kicked 
singer Cyndi Lauper. Hulk Hogan 


finally came to their aid. 

Hogan and Piper later 
met in the “War To Settle 
The Score,” a bout shown 
§ live on MTV in which Lau- 

per, Orndorff, and Mr. T 
interfered. Hogan and Mr. 
| T beat Piper and Orndorff 
i at WrestleMania 1; Mr. T 
also defeated Piper in a 
| Doxing match at Wrestle- 

Y Mania I. 

After working on the film 
Bodyslam, Piper returned 
} and feuded with Adrian 
Adonis after Adonis, Jimmy 
Hart, Orton, and Don Mur- 
aco.attacked him. 

He defeated Adonis in a 
hair-vs.-hair match at Wrestle- 
Mania III, calling it his retirement 
match. He eventually came back to 
the WWF as a broadcaster, but 
was lured back into the ring by 
Flair, with whom he feuded in 
1991. Piper won the Intercon- 
tinental title from The Mountie in 
January 1992, but lost it to his 
good friend Bret Hart at Wrestle- 
Mania VIII less than three months 
later. 

Recently, Piper has been busy 
with acting projects and won't say 
whether he will return to the ring, 
but he still deserves time in the 
“Spotlight.” 


Vv November 1983: The NWA refused to sanction Piper and 
Greg Valentine’s dog-collar chain match at at the first 

_ Starrcade in Greensboro, North Carolina. Piper pinned 
Valentine, avenging the career-threatening injury “The 
Hammer” inflicted upon him six months earlier. 


< November 1982: 
Piper traps Flair in 
a sleeperhold dur- 
ing a match in Ral- 
eigh, North Caro- 
lina. Piper and Ric 
Flair were vicious 
rivals for years in 
the NWA, and Rod- 
dy beat the “Nature 
Boy” in 1981 for 
the U.S. belt. 


A May 1976: Piper’s locks are shorn after he loses a hair 
match to Chavo Guerrero in Los Angeles. Butcher Vachon and 
ring announcer Jimmy Lennon give Roddy the bald look. 


A April 1986: A highlight of WrestleMania Ii was Piper battling 
The A-Team star Mr. T in a boxing match. Piper lost, and was 
unable to avenge he and Paul Orndorff's tag team loss to Mr. 
T and Hulk Hogan at WrestleMania I. 


> April 1992: Piper’s 
I-C reign lasted less 
than three months, 
as his good friend 
Bret Hart took the 
belt from him at 
WrestleMania VIII at 
the Hoosier Dome 
in Indianapolis. 


A January 1992: Piper’s greatest moment in the WWF came 
at the Royal Rumble in Albany, New York, where he overcame 
Jacques “The Mountie” Rougeau to capture the Inter- 
continental title. 
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Larry Sharpe (right) 
apparently is no fan of 
radio’s Howard Stern | 
Show. Or at least he’s | 
no fan of “Fred The 
Elephant Boy,” whom 

; he met at a recent gath- 


ering in Philadelphia. 


SESS . “oo 
| ER 
¥v “That's my boy!” says Brian Pillman, showing off son 
Brian Jr. “He might be a football or soccer player when 
he grows up. Anything but a rulebreaker!” 


A Sherri Martel exchanges pleasantries 
with wrestling legend Vic Christy as 
Gene Kiniski looks on. The three were 
attending a banquet in Los Angeles 
sponsored by the Cauliflower Alley 
Club, an organization for veteran 
wrestlers and boxers. 


v Even the reckless Sabu is required to undergo a physical 
exam before every match. The maniacal aerialist has his 
blood pressure taken by Dr. Gary Matusow before a match in 
Woodbury, New Jersey. 


Yv Could a boxer beat a wrestler one-on-one? That was 
a recent question on the Pro Wrestling Illustrated hot- 
line. You can guess the opinion of former boxer Marvis 
Frazier (Joe’s son) ... or that of our own Senior Editor 
Bill Apter. 


A Interested in a T-shirt? Woman proudly shows off one she 
has available for purchase, picturing her and Kevin Sullivan 
on the beach. 


¥ It’s a three-on-one handicap match at a Philadelphia 
auto dealership, as Hacksaw Duggan is outnumbered 
by the general manager and two salesmen. “I'll never 
question that car’s miles per gallon again!” he says. 


A Former wrestler Billy Robinson won a special award at the recent 
Cauliflower Alley Ciub banquet. He is congratulated by Danny Hodge 
(left) and Verne Gagne (right). 


TOP 10 


| RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
(7) WCW World champion 
BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 
(1) WWE World champion 
3 OWEN HART 
223, Calgary, Alberta 


(6) No. 2 contender: WWF title 


& STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


(2) No. 2 contender: WCW World title 


5 BIG VAN VADER 
450, Denver, CO 


(-) No. 6 contender: WCW World title 


& LEX LUGER 
290, Chicago, IL 


(5) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 


7 STEVE AUSTIN 
241, Dallas, TX 
(-) WCW U.S. champion 
DIESEL 
356, las Vegas, NV 


(3) WWE Intercontinental champion 


9 RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 


(8) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 


10 TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnort, TN 


{-) Smoky Mountain champion 


wcw 
World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR 
(C) 243, Minneapolis, MN 
1—STEVE AUSTIN 
(1) 241, Dallas, TX 
2—STING 
(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 
(5) 238, Honolulu, HI 
4—STEVE REGAL 
(2) 247, Blackpool, England 
5—BRIAN PILLMAN 
(-) 226, Cincinnati, OH 
6—BIG VAN VADER 
(4) 450, Denver, CO 
7—RICK RUDE 
(7) 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
8—BUNKHOUSE BUCK 
(-) 239, Bucksnort, TN 
9—THE GREAT MUTA 
(-) 245, Tokyo, Japan 
10—DUSTIN RHODES 
(9) 254, Austin, TX 
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WWE 


World Champion: 


BRET HART 
(C) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
1—DIESEL 
(-) 356, Las Vegas, NV 
2—OWEN HART 
(2) 223, Calgary, Alberta 
3—RAZOR RAMON 
(1) 291, Minneapolis, MN 
4—LEX LUGER 
(4) 290, Chicago, IL 
5—EARTHQUAKE 
(7) 462, Montreal, Quebec 
6—JEFF JARRETT 
(10) 220, Hendersonville, TN 
7—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
(-) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
8—KWANG THE NINJA 
(-) 242, parts unknown 
9—TATANKA 
(8) 260, Miami, Fl 
10—SPARKY PLUGG 
(-) 243, Talladego, Al 


Rick Steamboat 


TAG TEAMS 


] THE NASTY BOYS 

Combined weight: 585 pounds 

(2) WCW World tag team champions 
2 THE QUEBECERS 

Combined weight: 472 pounds 


(1) WWE World tag team champions 
CACTUS JACK & MAXX PAYNE 
Combined weight: 627 pounds 
(-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
Combined weight: 483 pounds 
{-) No. 1 contenders: WWF World title 
5 THE ROCK 'N' ROLL EXPRESS 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 
(9) Smoky Mountain tag team champions 
MEN ON A MISSION 
Combined weight: 704 pounds 
(3) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 
7 PUBLIC ENEMY 
Combined weight: 583 pounds 
-) ECW tag team champions 
8 THE HEAVENLY BODIES 
Combined weight: 450 pounds 
{7) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tug title 
THE MOONDOGS 
Combined weight: 450 pounds 
(6) No. 1 contenders: USWA tag fifle 
10 EVAD SULLIVAN & KEVIN SULLIVAN 
Combined weight: 473 pounds 


{-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 


GLOBAL 
Global Champion: 
ROD PRICE 
(C) 265, los Angeles, CA 
1—CHRIS ADAMS 
(C) 228, Stratford, England 
2—MIKE DAVIS 
(3) 235, Tampa, Fl 
3—JOHN HAWK 
(6) 280, Sweetwater, TX 
4—MARC VALIANT 
(10) 231, Dallas, TX 
5—SCOTT PUTSKI 
(5) 235, Austin, TX 
6—MOADIB 
(2) 285, parts unknown 
7—JEEP SWENSON 
(4) 253, South Africa 
8—STEVEN DANE 
(-) 232, Dallas, TX 
9—THE INTRUDER 
(-) 241, parts unknown 


10—ICEMAN PARSONS 
(9) 245, St. Louis, MO 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(1) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—TOMMY RICH 
(6) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
3—EDDIE GILBERT 
(C) 222, Lexington, TN 
4—ADAM BOMB 
(-) 294, parts unknown 
5—TROY GRAHAM 
{10) 237, Memphis, TN 
6—BILLY TRAVIS 
(-) 218, Houston, TX 
7—DOUG GILBERT 
(5) 241, Lexington, TN 
8—JEFF GAYLORD 
(7) 280, St. Louis, MO 
9—SPELLBINDER 
(-) 246, parts unknown 


10—SKULL VON CRUSH 
(9) 236, parts unknown 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team, These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most 
Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character 
of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top 

title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indi- 
cates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last 

issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


BRET HART 

235, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 
2 STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: Ne. 2 Most Popular 


3 RAZOR RAMON 
291, Minneapolis, MN 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


q@ RICK STEAMBOAT 


238, Honolulu, HI 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 
5 LEX LUGER 

290, Chicago, IL 

Last issve: No. 5 Most Popular 
6 RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 

Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular 
7 THE BOSS 

310, Cobb County, GA 


Last issue: No, 10 Most Popular 


8 DOINK THE CLOWN 
235, parts unknown 
Last issue: unrated 

g RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


TATANKA 
10 260, Miami, FL 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
Smoky Mountain Champion: 
TONY ANTHONY 
(C) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
1—PRINCE KHARIS 
(-) 267, Cairo 
2—BRIAN LEE 
(1) 251, los Angeles, CA 
3—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(3) 226, Carteret, NJ 
4—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(2) 227, Atlanta, GA 
5—BRUISER BEDLAM 
(-) 235, Newark, NJ 
6—BOB ARMSTRONG 
(-) 227, Marietta, GA 
7—BOBBY BLAZE 
(5) 222, Charlotte, NC 
8—MIKE FURNAS 
(-) 243, Commerce, OK 
9—RICK MORTON 
(6) 228, Memphis, TN 


10—ROBERT GIBSON 
(7) 225, Pensacola, FL 


MOST HATED 


OWEN HART 
223, Calgary, Alberta 
Last issve: unrated 


2 BIG VAN VADER 


450, Denver, CO 


Last issve: No. 1 Most Hated 


3 DIESEL 
356, las Vegas, NV 


Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


4. SHAWN MICHAELS 

220, San Antonio, TX 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
5 RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 
6 JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 

Last issve: unrated 
7 YOKOZUNA 

550, Samoa 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


8 STEVE AUSTIN 
24] Dallas, TX 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 


g IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 
245, Syracuse, NY 
Last issve: unrated 
10 BRIAN LEE 
251, Los Angeles, CA 
Last issue: unrated 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 
SHANE DOUGLAS 
(C) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 
1—TERRY FUNK 
(C) 247, Amarillo, TX 
2—SABU 
(1) 220, Bombay 
3—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
(6) 252, Boston, MA 
4—TASMANIAC 
(3) 221, Tasmania 
5—PiT BILL PSYCHO MIKE 
(-) 227, Penny Pot, NJ 
6—MR. HUGHES 
(4) 308, Konsas City, KS 
7—HAWK 
(-) 277, Chicago, IL 
8—JIMMY SNUKA 
(-) 250, Fiji Islands 
9—TOMMY DREAMER 
(7) 245, Yonkers, NY 


10—TOMMY CAIRO 
(8) 257, Philadelphia, PA 


For period ended April 21, 1994 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings br each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
T=YOKOZUNA..ssssnenesnseisnennnnnnT® points 
PARIC FLAIR ssenersntnenneseentnnnnnnnnneT Points 


3—BRET HART + scrks béaen aly essantorote toptoe SICH UPFC points 
A—RAZOR RAMON .erssrmanessnnennannmeeenesSO points 
5—BIG VAN VADER ss icssspurerasnesescusonemiteensic Oe points 


TAG TEAMS 

1—THE NASTY BOYS sinnerman B® points 
2—RICK & SCOTT STEINER .rsstnsinsemennnensO points 
3—THE QUEBECERS ...sssstsnmstnsniesnnnndOT points 
4—THE HEAVENLY BODIES ..usssssnsnsrssonmne5 1 points 
5—2 COLD SCORPIO & MARCUS BAGWELL......40 points 


ICWA: ICWA Champion—Jumbo Barretto; 1—Frankie Rose; 2—Surgeon General; 3—Sonny T; 
4—Xenny Kendall; 5—Rico Fredric; 6—Lanny Poffo; 7—Jommin’ Johnny; 8—Coconut Kid; 9— 
Bill Payne; 10—Cuban Assassin. 


IWCCW: IWCCW Chompion—Title Vocont; 1—Manny Fernander; 2—Cousin Luke; 3—Tito 
Sontano; 4—Joe Savoldi; 5—Gino Caruso; 6—Chris Michaels; 7—-LA. Gore; 8—Power Blaster |; 
9—Tony Atlas; 10—Tommy Dreamer 


PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; I—Noilz; 2—Jerry Lynn; 3—Tommy Ferrara; 4—Derrick 
Dukes; 5—Brod Rheingans; 6-—Billy Blaze; 7—Randy Gusto; B—Masked Jungle Fighter; 9— 
Hawk; 10—Baron Von Raschke, 


PWE: PWF Chompion—Italian Stollion; 1—George South; 2—Flaming Youth; 3—Stor Ryder; 
4—Austin Steele; 5—Terry Austin; 6—Randy Sledge; 7—Russian Assassin ll; 8—Cruel Connection 
ll; 9—Gladiator Il; 10—Troy Conyers. 


SOUTHERN STATES WRESTLING: SSW Champion—Wayne Rogers; 1—G. 0. Stratus; 2—Mike 
Samson; 3—Skytire; 4—Danny Christian; 5—Eddie Golden; 6—Billy Marshall; 7—Alex Shane; 
8—Keith Hort; 9—Rick Conners; 10—Jimmy Golden. 


USA: USA TV Chompion—Brviser Brian; 1—Lou Andrews; 2—Col, DeBeers; 3—Lorry Oliver; 
4—Silver Shadow; 5—Jesse Barr; 6—Dane Rush; 7—John Rambo; 8—Jim Pope 9—Korl Pope: 
10—Sumito. 


WWA: WWA Champion—Friendly Frank; 1—Ed the Razor; 2—Chris Powers; 3—Abudah Singh; 
4—Chris Evans; 5—Ray Odyssey; 6—Borry Hardy; 7—Duone Gill: 8—Scott Vida; 9—Johnny 
Knight; 10—Chuck Warrington. 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 20 different categories. It is a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans 


Bye-bye, Bodies. Broadcasters in all sports use the cliche all the 
time: “It’s a shame one of these teams has to lose. They both deserve 
to win.” Those words definitely could be applied to the recent loser- 
leaves-Smoky Mountain match between The Rock ’n’ Roll Express 
and The Heavenly Bodies in Pikeville, Kentucky. 

Those who saw the steel cage match know either team could have 
won. But it was not until Rick Morton reversed Jimmy Del Ray’s 
attempted power bomb into his own “Frankensteiner” that the Rock 
‘n’ Rolls could celebrate 
their victory, the SMW 
tag belts, and the chance 
to bid their rivals adieu. 

While there was good 
reason for fans to despise 
the Bodies and their man- 
ager, Jim Cornette, there 
is no denying their tre- 
mendous talent. 

The Rock ‘n’ Rolls, of 
course, have secured a spot in our tag team ratings, but so have Del 
Ray and Tom Prichard. That is because as of press time, the Bodies 
had already established themselves as contenders in the WWF. 
Prichard and Del Ray also made tentative plans to tour Japan and 
wrestle in various U.S. independent organizations over the next few 
months, but you can expect to see them a lot in the WWF. 

Ironically, just as The Heavenly Bodies have re-emerged in the 
WWF, so has one of their main rival teams of 1993: Rick and Scott 
Steiner. The brothers from Michigan had been AWOL from the 
WWF during the last few months while they competed mainly in 
Japan. In the Orient, they beat teams such as Jushin Liger and Wild 
Pegasus, Liger and Kensuke Sasaki, and Mike Enos and Bobby 
Eaton. Now they're pursuing another WWF tag title. 

Gilbert going good? Believe it or not, Jerry Lawler and Eddie 
Gilbert were once allies. You would never know it if you've 
watched them battle each other in the USWA during the last few 
months, but “The King” and “Hot Stuff briefly joined forces in late- 
1990 to drive a common enemy, Eric Embry, out of Memphis. That 
happened less than a year after Gilbert intentionally struck Lawler 
with a car! 

By the end of 1991, however, their feud was back on at full force. 

Now it looks like they're making peace again. Gilbert did his best 


The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express 


to interfere in an “I Quit” match in which his brother Doug. Troy 
Graham, and Tommy Rich met Lawler, Brian Christopher, and 
Jimmy Valiant. Eddie attempted to throw fire in Christopher's face 
while Doug held him, but Christopher ducked and Eddie hit his 
brother instead. 

In the confusion that followed, Eddie grabbed the house micro- 
phone at Memphis’ Mid-South Coliseum and announced that his 
brother had had enough. Graham didn’t like it that Eddie caused his 
team to lose and he let “Hot Stuff” know it. Gilbert was subsequently 
attacked by Rich, Valiant, and Adam Bomb, who came out from the 
dressing room. 

Lawler, of all people, came to Eddie's aid and helped him back to 
the dressing room, One week later, Eddie teamed with Christopher to 
beat Bomb and Graham. 

Because of these recent happen- 
ings, we cannot be sure if Gilbert is 
a full-fledged fan favorite or not. 
Thus, we have removed his name 
from our Most Hated list for this 
issue. If he truly has had a change 
of heart and makes his alliance 
with Lawler and Christopher per- 
manent, he could prove to be one 
of the most popular wrestlers in the 
South in the coming months. 

Hulk alert, Five-time WWF 
World champion Hulk Hogan still 
isn’t saying whether he plans to wrestle in WCW. The “Hulkster™ 
and Ric Flair occasionally trade verbal barbs on WCW telecasts 
(Gene Okerlund taped several interviews with Hogan on the set of 
Thunder In Paradise); Flair says Hogan can’t beat him, while Hogan 
contends he might be interested in renewing their rivalry. 

We're curious what you think about such a match. Do you want 
to see it happen? If so. whose side would you take? Flair, though he 
still straddles the line between fan favorite and rulebreaker, has the 
support of thousands of loyal fans. Could you root for him against 
arguably the most popular wrestler in history? Let us know what 
your take on this potential feud is. 

That's all for this month, As always. we want to know what you 
think of our ratings and this column. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” 
c/o THE WRESTLER, Box 956, Fort Washington, PA 19034. Oo 


Hulk Hogan 
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and it’s only a phone call away. 
If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the y/ 
road, you'll hear it here first. 
To get.all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 


When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated \ Y 
magazine has all the inside information you want 
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Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial.phones. 


*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per mifilite in the United 
Kingdom is 36p cheap rate and.48piatall/Other times, incl. VAT. 


nd 


ats 
eg 


ULL 660 1680 “VN SAL WN 
Mae- 88-006" “SN IHL ME 


# a Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
= sia BCM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX : _ 2074/01-94 


